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The Trath, which is in Jeſus, . nfs in that Fe 
forſake your former Life, the old Man, which i 
wholly corrupted} following the Wills and Paſſions 
of the Deceitfulneſs of the Heart; That ye be Ty 4 
newed by the Spirit, in the ſupream Part of you 
Soul; And bat ye put on 2 new Man, which 

was created by God, in = the Ripbicoufueſ and P. 
rity of the Truth. St. Paul to the 8 C, 7. 
v. Wo 22, &c. 


7 ut on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and pt 10 
Reſpett to the Fleſh, 10 give it * that which 
Ms Ires.. Kom. cap. xiii. v. 14. = 
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FIRS "io A R T, 
According to the. Number of the 81 BC'TION 85 
5. 1. H E Danger: of not knowing our, own Core 
| . ruption. | 
2 Corrupt Nature is not content with any Thing. 
3 It makes the Soul blind and preſumptnoug, \, 
4 It makes a Man unthankful. | 
5 It th inks it merits the beſt Things, becauſe of its s Virtue, | 
6 It is proud, and deſpiſes the Lowlineſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
7 It ſeeks only its own Conveniencies, without regard 
to the Soul, or to Eternity. \ $5 
3 Diſpoſitions for Chriſtianity, contrary to corrupt Natace. 
9 Corrupt Nature is diſturb'd with the Care of itſelf, and 
unconſtant. 
10 It leads to Perdition. 
11 It rejects the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, and yet pre · 
4 tends to an Intereſt in his Merits. 
12 It makes Uſe of the Pretexts of Predeſtination and 
is Imputations... 
z It muſt be crucified and die. 
14 It is impatient and puſillanimous. 
15 It muſt be forced and conſtrain d. 
3 16 Good Deſires are not ſufficient. Why God gives them. 
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To conrents 3 
1 Good Purpoſes not executed, aggravate Sins. W 1 


Part I. 
18 Corruption is Man's own Work, and muſt be deſtroyed. 


| A God gives to all his Wigs for * Corrupt 


N 
| > Bae ot the maſt Pigs, die to their Qprrape f 


ELF WILL, . 


21 To deny one's own Will, is to chuſe the better Part, 


and the one Thing needful. 


| 7 | 22 It KW n ip loſt, oy * 


23 The reſign'd WII! is govern'd by "Gal. 
24 Selſ- ill does only offend God, — Man. 
25 It deſpiſes the Purpoſe and Friendſhip of God. 


by 26 Man Knows not himſelf, by Reaſon of his Self. love. 


27 Man's Heart is very deceitful. 


28 Enlighten'd prion do not WY their own Jadgniens 
ene 


| 29 Lorne Men obey rather wer own Will, than the 


Holy Spirit. 

9 3 Soul guided by the Holy Spirit, and of 
Felt,” 

31 Why 1 few receive the Wiſdom of the Holy Spirit. 


* 8 2 God doth not conſtrain Man's Will. 
3 Good Deſires and Talents taken from thoſe who de 


not profit them. 
34 The Looſeneſs of Mens Lives, is authotiz'd by Pre- 


: "Yeftination; and the outward Wen of Chriſt's 
Merits. 


1 | 3 5 The Merits of Jeſus Chrift the Chiſe of Salyatfori, 


36 The Ingratitude of Chriſtians towards Chriſt. | 

37 The Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, * — directly * Means 

of Salvation. 

38 The Slothful rather condemned, than aved, by hs 
| Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, == 
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pin I. C NNTEN TSS. 
39 The Deceitfulneſs of Man's Heart, in delioving Une 3 
he ſubmits to the Will of God; 
Fa And in faneying'that he practiſeth Virtue ; as Abit 
nence, Temperance, and Obedience. © 

41 Tn thinking that.he is * e aw ny apy. 
42 And that it is willing to ſerve. 
3 The Deceitfulnefs of the Heart, in Julging of Good 
and Evil; of Poflible and Impoſlible, - | 
* 44 The deceitful Heart ſeeks to 4" itſelf; and to be | 


\ * 


flatter'd and exeuſed. | P 49 
45 It believes irſelf humble, wes it is proud. 29 
46 The Source of this Evil. # $9 


47 The Peril and Corruption of Chriſtians. 5 2 
oy The Deceitfulneſs of the Heart, in thinking itſelf Rey ö 


* generated. 
ne 49 God's luſt Graees ; the Commandment New ang 
een 193 


he Joe The Law of Love without Words, and by Weeds, * 
| 51 Men Deſtroyers of the Law of Love. God: u 


of © | Pi „ ſtorer. Three Laws in one. 
5 The Heart deceitful, in thinking tt it loves Gal : 
The Marks of this Love. ! 

| 53 The Pleaſures of this Life, a ſpiritual Aube 4 

lo 584 God only lovely; the Soul guilty for tings other' 
*. Things. 

e- 55 Man worſe than a Beaſt. The Neceſity of depriving 

1 himſelf of Pleaſures. 


56 The Deceitfulneſs of Man's Heart, in fancying that 


every good and beautiful Thing is for him: 


*- = 57 Or that he uſes what 3 TIN with Thank. | 
0 3 | | giving. 2 

[ 58 Mortification =y N the N Way to bat 2 
11 vation. 
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vi CONTENTS Part I. 


39 The Deceitfulneſs of the Heart, in ſelling its Paradiſe 
for ſome empty Pleaſure. | 

| "Or in beleving-thae-is dare t Sim; in taking its 
1 Pleaſure. 

61 As many Kinds of eternal Torments, as of temporal 
1 Pleaſures. 

62 And as many Degrees of Glory, as of Virtue. 

63 They who ſeek their Delights here, have no Paradiſe, 
neither in this World nor in the other. 

64 The ſenſual Soul's Regrets at Death, unprofitable. 
65 The Pains of Hell, the Work and Effect of Sin. 
65 Senſual Den — pig on n and fit only 
. for Hell. 


5 67 Men ought to nai den the Pleaſures of this Lite- 


that their Damnation may be the leſſer 3 how much 
more to obtain Salvation. 
68 One muſt chuſe either to be damm d, in Glowing his 
corrupt Nature, than to be ſaved, in reſiſting it. 
69 Marks of a Soul unregenerated, and out of the Way 
of Salvation. 
70 An infallible Mark of the Regenerate, and Unregene- 
| rated. | 
71 The peaceful State of a regenerate Soul, and the per- 
75 plex d > anno: of a Soul, that follows its Cor- 
ruption. 


. 72 He is no Chriſtian nor Followe? of Chriſt, who ſeeks 


the Eaſe and Pleaſures of this Life, 
3 The Doctrines of this Age, repugnant to the Goſpel. 
174 The Deſign of the Author. 
- #5 The Oppoſition of the Learned. What they call 
= Hereſy and Virtue. 
76 The Occaſion of publiſhing this Treatiſe. 
77 The 3 Truths of theſe * Times. 


1 2 
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78 The 


part I. CON T E NT S. 
78 nee The rennen 
them. 
79 The Goſpel deſtroys and kills corrupt Nature. *. uy 
a Remedy and an Antidote, 
$0. The Frauds and Malice of the Lond, 
#9 8: They falſly interpret the Galpel, acconing to the 
| Looſeneſs of Mens Manners. 
 B2 Why ſome Preachers perſecute the Truth ; r 16371... 
33 And ſpread Calumnies againſt A. B. as if ſhe denied 
Ut the Trinity or the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Jeſus Chriſt (by a mere Imagination) without cot 


operating with them, by the Practice of the Goſ- * 


pel-Law. 

85 God calls Men to his Truth and Glory. Who they 
are that ſhall enjoy the ſame. 

86 The Deceitfulneſs of the Heart, in believing that i it 
is well diſpoſed. Its Hypocriſy dangerous. 

87 Sure Marks to know whether we have the Love of 


2 God, or not. 
. = 88 Particular Actions diſcover the Bottom of the Heart, 
Fog unknown to itſelf, 
; wa 89 The good Opinion of one's ſelf, makes his Converſion 
5 * difficult, and him to love Darkneſs. 


90 The free Choice of Salvation or Damnation. 

91 Mortification of Corrupt Nature, the only Means of 
Salyation. 

92 For endeayouring to retrieve the Doctrine of Jeſus 


1 cuted. + 
93 The Devil's Adherents will not hear of obſerving the 
Goſpel- Law. 
4 Perſecutions of A. B. at Hamburg, by the Importunities 
e of the Luther an Clergy. 
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84 The Falſhood and Vanity of applying the. Merits of 


-* Chriſt, A. B. is accounted- RET and peg * 


95 Tha 
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vin CONTENTS. Parti. 
35 Thoſe Clergy-· men perſecute them n 2 ; 
not ſubmit to their Errors. | 
| g6 A Declaration of the Truth; Men are Hes to receive 
it for their Salvatlon, or to reef to their . 


: ; 

y 97 The Diviſion. ofthis Treatiſe int three Parts. The 

bo How one may lead a Goſpel Life, and ſubdue Oy 
rupt Nature. 

99 Corrupt Nature being ſubdued, finds Chrit's Yoke 
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. 135 1170 — 1 
15 [The it hh appear Fe prac Fon it is to be renew d by the 
3 Goſpel- Spirit, here is diſcover'd the great Corruption of 
1 our Nature, which appears in all its Ways, in the Thaughts, 
'Fudgment and Opinion that it has of itſelf, till follows, 
ng its own Will, and the great Deceigſulneſi of the Mani s * 
= + | Heart which knows uot it/elf in any Thing 3, but thinks that 
1 les God, and is virtuous, when it ſeeks only 10 ſatisfy the 
= +» *: ſnclinations and Pleaſures of corrupt Natyre, ts whic Beeren 
8 . the Learned of this Age bade accommodated their Doctrine, 
x and perverted the Law Chriſt, which aue onght to obey. 
tun mortifying the Flad and its Lu/ts, cuen tbo a Men 
= «deſired only:to leſſen his Damnation; how much, more if 
tue 2 to be ſaved by the RENOVATION OF. 


ohn . Eau ought rather to think upon be than on the 
B 


. #8 


Perſon . 1 


I 
7 
+ .—* 
- * 1 


o The RI NOVAT IO of Part J. I 55 

4 -— Per for to whom it 1045 066afronatly tor itten : For without 7 * 

Dios every one will find in himſölf, the like-Corruption fh 
25 as to its my Reed greattr.. ] | . 


Rus. * oi 
' ' 


2 Friend, 
by di- 


15 ſ rg pol e you give tog 1765 
ce, becauſe you art ignorant” of his De- 


vices and of * great Corruption of your NATURE. 
Vou think you do well, when you do very ill. And if 
vou continue thus to follow your own Will, it is to be feared, 
the Devil k bar Von on ty mo 1 

x PP 3 63D 


S 
$. 2. God has 10 favorably LATE for you i both P 
as to Soul and Body, that you could no where have better 4 
Conveniences both for your temporal and ſpiritual Infir- ' 7 * 
mities; and yet inſtead of blefling God continually for * 
this, you-are-diſpleas'd with many Things, and cannot 
well tell yourſelf what you would be at. For when you 
was at Hamburg, you wiſh'd {0 earneſtly to be here, that 
you would have deen willing to lie in a Stable, if there 
bad been no other Accommodation for you. And now | | 
When you have "here a very good Chamber, you are not 
x isfied wich it, but Weuld have another: And tho' this 

er is furniſhed” with all Cenvenieneies for an aged or 
infirm. Pezſon, with à Stove for the Winter, and is the 
Ground-Floor; fo that there is no need of going up or 


don Stairs for any Thing you want ; yet before you en- 


ur into it, you faid the Windows muſt be made higher, 
tat yen might breathe the more freely, tho" the Room is 
gabundaatiy Bigh, and the Proſpect "ſufficient, anſwerable 
tc che Balgeneſs of the Place; 80 that without Doubt 
vou wil fill find ſome other Thing to com plain of, ſince 
$3 you * ſatisſy corrupt 8 which of itſelf is inſo. 


lent, 


Co - 
: f 
DP 4 4 + * 
£ as 4 6 . 


N Wt the G08 PELSPIRIIT. it 


1 nt, inflitiable, never cotitent nor ſatisfied, defiting alwdyd 
What it has got, and never pleaſed Even with: the' Abt 
7 Li rice Which it hath. This niakes you ſtill defire whit 1 
you have not, tho' formerly you thought you" coutt' be 
WW rn with Bread and Beer, provided you pap It | 
#n the Society of good People. And n 
4 quiet Place, with Perſons of Virtue and Med 
40 not treat you As one of the Poor of che ofpital, 5 
© as their Brother, doing you. all manner of Kindneſs and 
Service, vou are n ſati fed, but ſtill you. Would have 


4 $ more Service, and Convenieticies , and you. murmur if 


* 


they are not with you Night and Day, doing you ſuch 


5 Services, as may gratify your Corruption and ſenſual Ap- 


petites. For otherwiſe our Bretheren ſerve you in all 


| Things neceſſary for your Infirmity, which is not ſo great 


; as to oblige them to watch with you by Night, or to be 


| always by you. For your Diſeaſe lies rather in your 


© Imagination (which Satan diſturbs that he may ver us) 
than in any F ne or other Malody purely n natural. 


5. 4. But you do not perceive this, becauſe the Blind- 

neſs of your Self-Love, which believes that it deſerves all 
the Eaſe and Service which corrupt Nature covets, and 
thinks it is wrong d. if it get not the beſt and moſt ple - 
ſant Things in Nature: Whereas this Corruption ought 4 
to reckon. itſelf unworthy of a Crumb of Brogd, .or'a | 
Glaſs of Beer: Since by its Sins it is become Go '; Eve-. 1 
my, and has ſo often deſpiſed his Commandments-: There: „ 
fore it deſerves not to taſte the good and pleaſant Things, * 
which God created for his Chidren only, and not for Re. © 


9 bels, as all thoſe are who chuſe to follow the 22 of 


is done and given to you here, but even to e your-Ü- 
B 2 ſelf 


12 The RENO VAN of Part I. 
ſelf very, happy. to be lodg d in ſuch a Place, ſince you 
- acknowledge that you was very hardly uſed by your near- # 
eſt Relations, Who would let you have nothing without 
Money, and not very honeſtly neither. — 8 * 


0 5. to: How ſtrange i is your Ingratitude! Who will not 
be pleaſed with the Services which our Brethren render 
you out of Charity, without being obliged to it ; for they 
he neither your Mony nor your Perſon ; for all of us 

ve enough of this World's Goods, wherewith to pro- 4 
Cure the Service of others, if Chriſt had not told us (a), 
that Be came not to be ferved, but to ſerve ; and they are : 
deſirous, as much as is poſſible, to labour to imitate ſuch a 
Maſter, who. has painted out to them the ſervile Way of * 
Humility and Lowlineſs. | | 


> La« +4 


1 3 5. But you ſeem to contemn all theſe Things, co- 
veting Wealth, and being deſirous to ſpend the little % 
Money you have in geting others to ſerve and attend you. 
This is quite contrary to Chriſtian Perfection, which is 
contented with what is purely neceſſary, and eyen reckons 
itſelf unworthy of that. But you imagine you deſerve 
great Things; ; becauſe Men eſteem you Virtuous, - tho? 
really you are not ſo; for if you had one Grain of 
Humility of Heart, you would judge yourſelf unwor- 
thy of the leaſt Service that our Brethren do you ; nay, | 
tho' it weke done you by the meaneſt Perſon in the World. 1 
But becauſe you do not know wherein trye Virtue conſiſts, * 
ea think you are Humble, while you eſteem yourſelf Fg 


x 


at Gordy "of all Accommodations and Services; and you 
think it Prudence, to deſire to be well treated and pro- 
vided for. | 


"(a OY XX, — TERS 15 | 
ds £7 Yo 1 F. 6. 
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I With nothing but what concerns the Perfection of his Soul; 


a Son ſhould. make his Father and Mother ſerve him: 


, o o * * R as _ 

* * 8 . 1 N P th ö 
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Part I. ths GOSPEL-SPIRIT. 


F. 6, Therefore you ſay, That Maids muſt bt bud 
the meaner Offices, fence theſe; do not become Men: A If n- 
turally Men had not ſo much Strength as Women zu the? | 
:ndeed Men have more robuſt Bodies than they. But Pride 


\ will not ſuffer Men to do mean and ſervile Offices, they 


Tous Chriſt, that trùe Man, ſerved his Parents, and dic 
the meaneſt Offices of the Houſe till he was thirty Years of. ! 
Age; for the Scripture ſpeaks nothing of him until this 
Age, except, That he was ſubjef to bis Parents, ' Now, 
truly obedient Son will not let his Father or Mother Wan? 
the Diſhes, clean the Houſe, or do any other mean and, 
ſervile Work, while he is preſent. For this, would he 
great Rudeneſs (ſuch as could not he in Jeſus Chriſt )-if, 4 


Whence it appears that Chriit did not diſdain, all his Les 
time, to do mean and ſervile Offices. Y 


F. 7. But becauſe you are deſirous of che Faſe apd Con | 
veniences of corrupt Nature, you think ir were fitter that , 
I ſhould take in Maids to ſerve us. As if through Igno-. 

rance I toil'd and labour'd in vain, and wanted Foreſight 
to provide for the Hoyſhold Afﬀfirsz and you, do-not, | 
conſider that IJ have as mrch Underſtanding and Foreſight, 1 
as you, to judge what is neceſſary for me. I having more 
Age and Experience in Nature, beſides that, God has 
beſtow'd on me his divine Light, to which you owe wage, 


* 


Deference, than to the Sentiments of corrupt Nature, 
which fegards not eternal Things more than a Beaſt doega, 
and it 1s enough to it that it have its Eaſe and Convenietts. 


cies, let other Things go as they Will. 


& 


F. 8. But he who deſires to become a Chriſtian is touch ; 


he yalues and eſteems all the Means that lead to it, and is 
little concern d, whether any Office he does be mean & 
4 honourable | 


-£ > 
„ 


F 


The RZNOVAT to of Part J. 
rene pleaſing to God. Bu t the 
F agere natural Man does alt like a Beaſt, WAS lili pat. 
a Meadow, ſeeks "after the beſt Grafs or Paſture. 

The" watural Man does juſt the ſame, when he changes, 
f Ii Place be applies himſelf to conſider if he is well 
und treated; if he has a good Bed, and is well 
an modated for every Thing; if he has. Meat and 

Drink that pleaſes his Taſte, . Now it concerns you, 
© ay Friend, to confider, whether you will follow the bru- 
Fart or the ſupream Part of your Soul, which ought 
$6 int only at Things Eternal, for which it was created, and 
not do eck to live at its Eaſe in this World. On the 

cantrary, it is ſent into this World to endure and ſuffer, 

lor acconipliſhing the Penitence, which God has enjoin'd 
i for its Sins. For this Reaſon the Chriſtian Soul is al- 
EF ways content with mere Neceſſaries, and will not (even 
[ tho it could) taſte the Delights of this preſent. Life, that 
| it "may wait for more Divine Pleaſures in the other Life 
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| 5 ” Can I te my Friend, that you aim at this 
| hs Eternity, when I ſee, that inſtead of 2 tbe, 
Dan of Heaven, as Chriſt adviſeth us, promiſing, that 
all ofher Things all be given us, you ſeek. all thoſe other 

4 TR „without relying on the Promiſes of Fe/us Chriſt, 
; Promiſes that charitable Perſons have made you, 
— are able to help you? But you are diſquieted and 
ein Care about your Food and Health, fearing 
e in Want in the Midſt of the Abundance in which on 
are; and being deſirous to run from one Place to another * 
[ to ſeek out for better Accommodations. Hence you aſk 
| me, FI would cauſe you to be moved to Amiterdam, with a/l 
= your, Things, where you intended uu live in a Chamber alone; 
end Vid tho 1 ſhould live there uprm Bread and Water, you 
would 
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part II the GOSPELSPIRIT. es 
nl I congent? But you do not perceive, that rbeſe - 


' x all Temptation? of the Devil, who would drive you ze 
1 Extremities. For how could you be content to live th 
1 — ſeem to be almoſt deſpairing in your pres, 
ſent Solitude, tho? our Brother attends you at leaſt et, 
1 Times a Day to ſerve and feed you And how would n 
be pleaſed. with Bread and Water, ſince here you are mob 
= pleay'd with good wholſome Victuals, and good Wine and. 

Beer, Which is never denied you? And how would you Þ 
be better ſerv'd with a Worldly Woman, who no doubt 
would fool you, and perhaps rob you bf what you have; 

and turn you out and deſpiſe you, when you had nothing 
more to give her: Seeing yon are not content Wick che 
> charitable Service which a good and honeſt Man does v. 


1 5. 10. By all theſe Cireumſtances you may clearly per- 
| oxive, chat it is che Devil that ſeduces you, that he mi 
ruin bath yaur Body and Soul. 'You may learn by this 
alſo to underſtand the Corruption of your Nature, which 
is inconſtant; will not ſuffer any Thing ; till covets What 
it, has not, and is diſpleaſed and diſcontented without any 
SGtround tha? I have fo often declared in my Writings; 
That there needs no more to bring one to Damnation; than #6 
fu follow his own corrupt Nature, which is an infallible 
Truth. For, as I think, all Chriſtians believe, that all 
the Poſterity of Alam are born (hiluren f Wrath and 
 Perdition, Now if they live in this State, then afluredly: 
they die in it: For can they be ſaved, if they ſtill abide: 
in this State of Damnation i in which they are born $1:17199 
= - MJ 
$. 11. 1 not think that you e thih Satanical 
Doctrine, which teaches, that Souls, which are in a State 
of Damnation from their Birth, ſhall be faved'thro' che 
eri Wee tho they are not born again into 
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his Spirit ; for this is moſt falſe. For never any ſhall par- 
take of the Merits: of -Chriſt, but they who are his Diſci- 
ples ; and none can be the Diſciples of C hriſt, but be that 
| 8akes up bis Croſs, and follows' him (b): But the natural 
Man &eclines to ſuffer, and ſeeks rather to have the beſt 
and fineſt of every Thing for his Uſe, And tho' Fe/us 
Ehrift: bas ſaid to all Chriftians, Be ye Followers of me, and 
fake the loweſt. Place ; yet Nature rejects this Doctrine, 
will not imitate Chriſt in any Thing, nor take the loweſt 
Place; but loves rather to follow its own Inclinations, and 
to-havecthe firſt Place; and yet withal imagines that it 
bas a Share in the Merits of Chriſt, tho' in the whole 
Courſewof its Life it acts contrary to his 'Life and Doc- 
trine. 80 7 3 | ; LY 13's-o TS 5 


F. 12. In which Men are greatly deceived ; for Chriſt 


follow him. And tho' on his Part he died for all Men, 
without excepting one more than another, or that he died 
© ſave Peter, excluding Fobn (as ſome do aſſert this 
damnable Predeſtination ;) yet he moſt aſſuredly died for 
all thoſe. who voluntarily chuſe to become his Diſciples ; 7 
and he certainly rejects all thoſe who diſdain to imitate and 
follow! him, deſiring to be ſaved by his Merits only. 

This confuates all thoſe wretched Predeſti narians, who be. 
ing deſifous to enjoy two Paradiſes, make Men believe 
falfly,.that they ſhall be ſaved by the Merits of % Chrift, 
aſter they have followed in this World the Bent of their 


corrupt Nature, which being the Enemy of- God and of 


Chriſt, cannot aca in his Merits. And ſuch live and 
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has merited nothing for thoſe who will not imitate and 


— 


Sick ? It may be-juſtly faid, that you have not Fanh in 4 
X God; and that you have let Corrupt Nature ſtill rule over 


f q * 04 fe GOSPEL-SPIRIT. 


|, "py inſtead of embrating or taking up the Croft willingly to 
PNoitb him into Glary:" n · 


I Chrifttians, that they muſt taks up the Croſs of Wood, 
upon which he was crucified on Mount Ca/vavy; for that 
material Croſs was not yet in Being, when Feſus Chrift 
gave them thoſe Precepts; but he meant the Suffering of 
Hardſhips and Inconveniencies; of Perſecution and Con- 
7 rempt 3 of Poverty and Sickneſs, and all Sorts of Things 
that are grievous to the Body or the Mind; telling them, 
they muſt take all theſe Things patiently when they hap- 
pen, yea even rejoice- in them, and thank God for them, 
who makes us worthy of the holy Sufferings, which ac- 


8 our Lord . even to = bore TOO ey 
6 * his 58 * 


5 


Py * 
D 


1 Diſciple of Jus, and if you take up your Croſs to fol- 
low him, when you are ſo impatient for a little Indiſpo- 
ſition, which in all Appearance you have brought upon - 
pyouſelf. For I am told, that having ſeen à dead \Moufe 
in a Soldier's Hand, you were affrighted at it, and tremn- 
* bled like one half dead, and ſaid that all the Blood of 
your Body was diſorder'd with the Terror and Fear: 
Upon which you was ſeiz'd with a Fever, Which has not 


1 - 
x 


die Enemies of "our Shviour's Sufferings 'for they will not 
ee and follow them, but avoid them as much as'they 


1 


Gllow Chriſt, that thus thro" SUSIE they may emer | 


* t. ot: 24 


9. 13. lei is not to be imagin'd that Feſus weak tell 


$. 14. Conſider now; my Friend, Gbetber you * the 


yer left you. Was not this a rare Occafion of becoming 


you, to which your Reaſon is a Slave. For this Puſilla- 
nimity ought to have been tam'd and overcome by Res- 
15 55 0 boa, 


» 


tion; that it might have been reſtrain'd within due Bounds. 


the Kingdem of Heaven, for God has given it freely unto bi 
zus; and he had prepared it ſor Man before he created him. 


eur Nature cy: Which | always oppoſeth itfelf directly to our f 


; Soul, takes it from walking or flying i in that ſtrait Way * 
er Le. 2 Lil. ef which Chuſt lays, That fr vi 


a | : | „ N * | 
8 Ther RENO MATT of "Part 1. 
don, tho' it had been only with, Reſpect to this prefer: Wh" 
Lie. Von ought to have done; Violence. to this Cr 4 


Much more ought you to have done Violence to it, „ 
you might take the Kingdom of Heaven by Force; for Ja a 
Chriſt ſaith, — the V e take it by Force ( c). 


2 14 " JV "| * 7 1 1 - Fe „ 
* * * 951 : a 0 LIST 


80 we 15. — Tom pi muſt uſe Arms or Force ha; * i 


But this Force and Violence muſt be exerciſed upon our- 1 
ſelves, that we may ſubdue and overcome the Corruption of © 4 


eternal Happineſs, ſtopping up the Way that leads to Liſe 3 
by its Inſolencies, and the Diſturbances which it gives the 


© Dc mA to HAac ro fra 


"in it; becauſe Men for the moſt Part chuſe rather to periſh 6 | 
in the broad Way, by follow ing the Inclinations of their 
corrupt Nature, than to be ſaved by reſiſting their own 1 
Wills. This is the common Courſe of the World at pre- . 
ſent, while Men, do not ſo. much as know the Neceſſit/ 
there i is of, denying their own, Will, but live as Beaſts, and . 
follow the Inſtinct of, Corrupt Nature, and withall believe © 

they, ſhall come to the Kingdom of Heaven, becauſe of *; 
DJome Pian Deſires and. Motions Which ud. given them... 0 


; * 10. In mhiph * — 2 eerie Fs Hell is "= 
paved with good Purpoſes, which were never put. in Exe- > 
.cution,  ; For truly all good Deſires and good Motions come 
directly from On, and not for Yup who is become ſo © 
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corrupted by Sin, that; of himſelf he is nat capable of ſo; ; 
much n one good Thought: And if he finds that bg] 2% 
any, it is God only that excites chem his Soul, that he, 

' nay try how faithful he wilt be int by which i is go 
And when the Soul does not correſpond, with the g00 
bought, which God doth graciouſly give it; it b encreaſes, 
its Sins by its Ingratitude, into, which 35 15 fall, 
if God had not given 3 thoſe good Defires 5 


J. 


2 


Ma + q 5 » 


; "wh 175 | Wherefore. a Man gaben e with * 


Hopes, when he Thinks to be fay becauſe he bas, q 
had.good Purpoſes and Deſires, which ; ag rayate his Sine, 5 
when they are not put in. Execution; 1755 *or he he. who is 
moyed by good Deſires, is more obliged. to 'do Good, 

than he who is not; otherwiſe he flights and deipiſes dae 4 
Grace of good Deſires, which God has granted him. 9 
Therefore it is ſaid in the Holy Scripture, (4) H who" 
knows the Father's Mill, and does it not, fall. be beaten with 
many Stripes; beczuſe be has reſiſted more the Grace of 


God, than he who has not received thoſe good Defir ires and, 
good Purpoſes. Wherefore he who is moved with 
7 Deſires, ought to take heed to them,, and labour to fin 
9 out all fit Means ſor puttipg them in Execution, and to. 
. bs avoid all that may hinder n from doing „ ; 4 


F. 18. It is true a Man cannot do any Good: being. 
inclin'd to all Evil, and all Good comes from God alone 3 
nevertheleſs, he may reſiſt the Evil which he does himſelf. 
For the Corruption of human Nature was not made by. 
God, it is Man's own: Work, and he ought to have. as 
much Power over his own Work, as a Painter or Artificer 
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10 The Rxnovarion of rr I. 
4 Kath over the Pitture | or Figure he hath med. He can 
break or ſpoil it as he pleaſes ; for the Matter of it belongs 

to him as well as the Form. He can throw it into the 
Fire, or deſtroy it ſome other Way, when it does not 
© pleaſe him. Even ſo may a Man undo his own co 5 
Will, when Eternal Good is more pleaſing and acceptable 


td him than this World's Goods, for which he has an 
Averſion, when the Soul has Uiſcover'd their Filthineſs; 


A Deformity and Uncertainty : He is vexed to ſee the Work MM 
of his Hands fo deformed and ugly, that he can no longer 
ſuffer it, nor endure to look upon it. Then indeed a Man 
* does very eaſily deny himſelf, apply himſelf to break and . 
this naughty Corruption, to make head againſt h 
it, reſiſt it, bridle it, and at laſt totally root it out; that RD 
by this Force . Violence he may take the * 1 Hea-' , 
it ven le. A en Wa 


. 1 19. And he mult not pretend to ſay with the ok 
© and delicate Part of Mankind, (which can't ſuffer any 
Trouble or Inconvenience) That he has not the Grace of 
3 God for overcoming his corrupt Nature. For this is 
© falſe; ſeeing God,” when he created Man, gave him a 
Free-will to do Good or Evit at his Choice ; ; and there- 
after, Man by Sin loſt the Power of doing Good, if he 
receive not ſpecial Grace from God to do it. Now this 

is always given of God, when he pours into the Soul 
good Deſires, which are ſo many Calls that God gives on 
his Part, by a particular Grace. And in this Senſe it is 
 faid in Holy Writ, that (//) Many are called: For God 
excites good Deſires almoſt in all Men, both in the Good 
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d Evil E, Bus fcb art thoſen 5 betauſe there ate e 
ne chile chis ftrait 145 e their OW. 
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2 4 to; Many tead the Geber eg Ae to be the 
WPiſciples of Joh 057, but very few take up Arme und 
Wet themſelves to reſiſt herr Corrupt Nature, which is the 
ourſe of all Evil; and yet without this Reſiſtance tone 
"Shall be ſaved, let tkem believe or ſay what they wills 
for we cannot do welk, unleſs we ceaſe to do Evil, hieb, 
is the Ofpring of Self. will. This very few underſtand 3 
hence many periſh in the Way of Virtne,' for that the, 
have not ſufficiently diſcoyer'd the abſolute Neceſit) 0 
ZDYING TO THEMSELVES, that they may ld%,ẽ ww” 
Jun Chrift.” They Diſcourſe indeed of ſpirituat Things 
1 and have fine Speculations about Virtue; they love d 
— ſpeak of them, but they come not up to the main Point, 
7 which is to break their own Will, chat hindreth all Kind 
of true Virtue, Hence it is that ſo many die in their 
2 ren p. Of ſuch the Seripture ſpealts, when 1d 
Jays, (es) The/e are filly Women, © ever learning, and mr | 
able to come to the Knowledge of | the Truth. Tndeed _ 

read the Bible, and have much of it by Heart; 2 
5 Pſalms, make long Prayers, obſerve the appointed Faſts 
Vigils: They keep the Sabbath; go to Church; give out 
of their Abundance to the Poor, and for other pious 'Uſes # 
= But, in the mean Time, they do not deny their en 
10 WIR; nor Ac their CORRUPT NATURE. - 


10 


* 
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3. 21. Nee this is 1 Efence of a irs ve 
tue, without which none can be ſaved, for this Selfdenialł 
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.is\the- one Thing neceſlary, of which Fes, Cori. ſpoke Wl 
1 Mariba, the Siſter. of Lazarus, Kying, (6). Mary bath 
 . choſen the better Part, which, ſhall not be. taken from ber; 
to ſhew that Mary had choſen the moſt perfect Way, by 
* denying herſelf, forſaking all that ſhe. had loved in this 
World, to follow Chriſt. She had already made 8 Di- 
” watce inwardly with Fleſh and Blood, the Pleaſures and 
EE Pomps of the World; deſpiſing the Pleaſures of Taſte, 1 
F 1 and all that might giye any, Satisfaction to corrupt Nature ; ih 
1 4 ſhe might aſpire; and aim only after Eternal Thing: 1 
And to facilitate this, ſhe forſakes, from that Time, the . 
- Qenyerſation of Men, her Country, her Wealth and Kin- 7 
drxed, and retires tg the Deſert, and inſtead of a Houſe | 8 
os Palace, contents herſelf, with the Cave of a Rock, that 
thys: in every Thing, the nigh reſiſt the Defires of her 8 | 
een, 720i modes e 16 15 8 


2 * if 4 
68 * irn 40 1 11400 1 


882 22. And far, this only Reaſon Jau Chrif ſays, 
Wat ee had. choſen; the better Part, which neither Devils 
nor Men could take from her: For the Devil has no hold 
upon Man's Denying his oon Mill. He may indeed inſi- 
nuate himſelſ into external good Works, and likewiſe into 3 
the good Deſires; a Man has, that he may tempt him 5 
| to vain Glory, or make him exceed in ſomething s but in iy; 
the Denial of one's, Will, there is nothing but good Order 
and; Humility : For God himſelf governs the Soul that 
_ denies itſelf, and reſigns itſelf to the Conduct of his Holy 
Spirit. And this is the Treaſure that Thieves cannot ſteal, 
Worms do not eat, nor Ruſt corrupt : For all that God 
doth is permanent, and cannot be evil or imperfect. So 
that this Way of Self-denial may be called, The true and 
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(þ) Luke x. 42. 


fure 
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poke a, en Paradiſe il ſo that: thert. is 50 need of hefe 
17 ut ſo many Ways, Means and By- paths, as Ven ten. 
ers; owe - days, for obtaining Salvation; which Means do often 
N 0 un Men. out of the, Way of Happiness, inſtead of guid- 
Bt. 2 them directly thizher. For how: many are there who e 


ink they aze in the Way of Salvation, becauſe they go 
o Church to hear a Lecture or Sermon, or becauſe they 
pray, faſt, or give Alms to the Poor? Tho' all this avails 
; nothing, if it do nat tend to the renouncing of the Self. 3 
* 3% Will of Man, which is perverted and corrupted by Sin, 


n. BY: and doth and will Gall: refilt the Defigns' of God, if b 
" not withitoodiand-contradified in every Thing. (Where- | 


ſore this Denial, of, gur Self. will is che ane Thing neceſſary; 
and he who embraces this, chuſes the better Part, chat 
mall not be taken from him. For wicked Men cannot 
haider à Man from rencuncing his own Will; as they 

may hinder Prayers, Faſting, Alms- giving, or ſome ex- 


5, 1 5 8 ternal good Works, which ED on r ** wo Wes” ; 3 
10 Y - gory or a gt ia ein q r 
ſi- FO 43. Whereſore.1 3 you — „ Friend, as „1 da an 
oO well-meaning, Souls; to chuſe this better Part, which.our 
m & Tord Feſus approved in Mary Magdalen i by reſiſting, ur 
A * wu Will, ſubjecting it in all Things, to the Will of Gad, 


Who will aſſuredly govern it, if you reſigu it to his Por. 
A [ 0 wall do it either immediately in you, or mediately by 


4 But fo long as you will needs follow aur et Half, 4 

q I the Mations of your carrupt Nature, the, Holy Spirit 
can neter govern; vou, and you are in had of throwing 

p yourſel into wang EIn. 4 Mere 

x 2008.24. For what Good can proceed from a Will chat is f 


the Enemy of God, as are the Wills of all Men Who he 
according to. corrupt Nature ? They bring farth; nothing 


- [2 * 

- % * * * 
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FEEL and Sin. Ah {2 whit elſe; — OO 
' 200;7but' contigually offend its God, Whoſe Enemy it is 
Iruly, as none can hope for Friend ip;-! | or 20) Food 
-Office from his .fworn Enemy, fo we maſt pot imagine, 
that the Self- will of Man will ſeek” to Pleaſe God, or i | 
So chis Will 3 ſeeing it loves itfelf only, ſeeking its rn Wc 
-Satizfaftion and Conveniences, Time-only, and ine 
K Eternity. And by theſe Means WY: drives all 
ase into cverlaſting DES: £21, | 2 
* K Ans Ba, - 28 „ „Keil en * 
9. 25. For — conciite) that Goc having created e 
Man to be loved by him, or to take his Delight with kim, 5 * 
God neither can nor ought to love him, when he ſees that ar 
he turns away his Aſſections from hie God, to love him- in 
ſalß, and wWwhät elſe he delights in, in this wretched World - 
Phis turning away of his Aſſections is the Eſſence of al! 
Sin, Whatever other Name may be given to it. For in 8 
de Beginning, When Man was created, God demanded 1 
3 F nothing of him but his Love, which was the End for t 
1 
| 
] 


- which he created him. Now he who loves himſelf, and 
follows his own Will, acts directly againſt the Deſigns of 
Gad and he damns himſelf by withdrawing his Affections 
from” the Fountain of all Good, to place them in the 
Source of all Evil, which is the Corruption of Man. 
Wende it may be concluded, that all thoſe who follow 
their o.])n Wills, damn themſelves by continually offending 
God, and deſpiſing the Purpoſe he had concerning Man, 
when be created him; wilfully caſting off his Friendſhip, 
yorithe Love of-periſhing Things, When they- 9 
8 * and ſo powerful a GG. 
J. 26. I think, oy Friend, you have never underſtood 
- thoſe Truths, aud have hitherto followed your Self. will, 
without thinking that you did Evil: Tea, you rather 
: | imagin'd 


I 
"> 


AKS 


Man's Heart deoeive him ! So that there remains nothing 


the GOSPEłL SPIRIT. 
magined you were wiſe and very fit to govern yourſelf, 
o' truely you are not ſo. Vou have indeed ſome good 
Deſires; which God excites in your Soul: But you have 
ever put in Practice the Denial of yourſelf, but have ſtill 
ckon'd it Prudence to look to your Conveniences, your 
Honour and Profit, which you have valued too much, 
id withal have been too ſolicitous of your Health. Now 
all theſe Things ariſe from the Love and Eſteem you have 
2 yourſelf, while you think you deſerve every Thing: 
1 And that under ſuch a Cover of Reaſon and Piety, that 
vou perceive it not yourſelf, but believe you are virtuous 
and guided by a good Spirit, while, in the mean Time, you 
are far from it. On the contrary, I obſerve that you are led 
in all your _y s, by the Devil and corrupt Nature. 45 


F. 27. It is then with great Reaſon ſaid in + Holy. 
# Scripture, (i) That the Heart of Man- is deceitful above all 
Things : For, in effect, we ſee almoſt all Men ſeduced by 

their own Thoughts; they are mutable, inconſtant, not 

Knowing what they would be at, and when they thinks 

they do beſt, it is then they do worſt. 80 ttrangely does 


hn. — 
3 


| ſound in all the Corruption, that Sin has brought upon the! 
Body and Mind of Man, who truly has great Reaſon. to 
diſtruſt himſelf, inſtead of learning to his 'own  Under- 
ſtanding, which is good for nothing but to _ him: 
into many Evils. 11S 


§. 28. For my own Part, I durſt never follow my own 
Judgement in any Thing, becauſe I' know it was corrupt, 
fooliſh and ignorant, as is all the Poſterjty of Adam ſince 


per IES 
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26 The Renovation of Part J. 
the Fall: For I found myſelf often deceived by my own 
jq;udgment, and miſſed by my on Thoughts ; which 
made me do many Things of which I repented aſterwards.ſ 
Therefore I hear ken no longer to my own Thoughts, nor 3 7 
| tothe Deſires of my own Heart: But I reject all theſe 
28 impertinent, even tho' my own Will have a Cover 3 | 
of Reaſon, Piety or Virtue. I am jealous of all this, til 
the Spirit of God makes me to know, that my Deſires 
come from” him, and till he direct me to the right Way of 
bringiog them to effect. For otherwiſe I ſtop in the Midit | 1 | 


than to do Evil: For this is a ſure Rule to me, That Max's | 
own Will inclints alepays to Evil, and never to Good. And 15 
ſince my ſupream Will has abſolutely determin'd never to 
do Evil; I therefore bridle my Self- will, and never per- "B 
mit it to do any Thing but chat which God approves. 


79. But I perceive not, my Friend, that you do thus, 
nor yet they who, are join'd. to our Society. I obſerve ra- 4 1 
ther, that — tollow your own Wills as much as you can, * 
as if they were govern'd by the Holy Spirit, tho' trulß 


9 1 
they are not. Vou yourſelves may obſerve, that you ſol- 1 4 
; 


low as much as you can your own Wills; and that your 
Corruption (which ought to be ſubjected in all Things to 105 = 
the Will of God) rules even over your Reaſon, which is 
6 leſs obedient to the Holy Spirit, than to your Self- Will, 

duat bears Sway in all your Actions. 


F. 30. Wherefore I cannot think you imagine, that 15 


you are led by the Holy Spirit ſeeing no Signs of this do 
appear: For the Holy Spirit brings ſtill along with him his 

Gifts, and brings forth his Fruits in the Soul where he 
F dwells. And if he were in yours, he would infallibly 
bring forth there Joy, Peace, Patience, and the other 
Fruits which are reckon'd up to be Twelve in the- Holy 
Scrip- 
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. ved Solitude; and when you are leſt alone, you are im- 
atient for want of Company. You ſaid, J you were Joſt Þ 
vs Nights longer in your firſt Chamber, you ſhould dis; and | 
nen I had prepared another for you, yon ſaid, You was \ } 
vor diſpoſed to go to it; in the mean Time you called to the 
Sentinels of the Caſtle for Help, as if we were letting you die 
For Want, and cauſed them to guide you out of the Caſtle by | 
two Soldiers, like one dying of Deſpair. You trembled 
with the Change when you came to us, "atid called for 
your Bed; and when it was made ready, you (aid, "4 fick 
6, Perſin ought to fit up as lung as he can, and you would not 
a- lie down. The Bed you thought had a Smell, and the 
Sheets you thought were not white enough. ' In ſhort, 
| A nothing pleaſes you. You diſdain the moſt delicious M at 
1. and Drink, and make an Idol of your Body and Health, 
about which your Thoughts are ſtill taken up, inſtead F 
o ſeeing to the Perfection of your Soul. This makes me t 
is fee clearly, that your Soul is not at all guided by the 


* 


I Holy Spirit, and that it does not cheriſh that Joy, Peace 
and Patience, which he gives infallibly to all the Souls 
that yield up themſelves unto him. ay "7 


o F. 31. But fince you will needs govern yourſelf, "he 7 

s leaves you in all theſe Defects, and that juſtly. For tho 

Holy Spirit compels no Body, neither dbes he impart his 

p | 
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— Deſires, and Light whereby to diſcern Good from Evil: 
But this Holy Spirit will never conſtrain the Will of Man, 


C Said, (4) If ye be faithful in that which is little, 4 will 


the Wiſdom of his Holy Spirit, ſeeing there are ſo few 2 2 


to bim that hath ten Talents, And the Man who received 


28 The RENOVAY TON of Part 1 
- Graces to any but thoſe who ſeek and deſire them, and he 
yield up themſelves. wholly unto. him, For he would s, 
beſtow his Grace to no Purpoſe on thoſe who are not wil.” 1 | 
ling to obey his Inſtructions. Therefore we need not Þ 
wonder that ſo few have Fellowſhip with God, and receive „ 

di 

P. 


18 
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who thus hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, and feyer if 
who yield up their Wills entirely to his Conduct: For) 
Men, for the moſt Part, love rather to do Evil, in following 5 
their own Wills, than to do Gopd, in follow ing God's 950 
Will, which only is good. V 


* 


$. 32; And fince God was pleaſed to make Man a Crea- 5 te 
ture altogether free, he lets him act according to his Li- 
berty, which will never be conftrain'd to do Good, nor to 
do Evil; ſeeing theſe two depend upon the Choice of 
Man himſelf. The good Spirit does indeed give him good 


BY 
4 
* 
if 
** 
* 
3 
* 
7 
” 
F 


| 


* 
V 
v 
] 
ſ 
| 
\ 
] 
] 
] 
7 
. 
{ 


who if he hearken to his good Motions, and put them 4 
in Practice, ſhall thereupon receive continually Encreaſe 
of Grace. This the holy Scripture confirms, where it is 
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Place you over greater Things. 


$ 33. But if a Man reject and negle& good Deſires and 
Infpirations they ſhall be taken from him ; as it is ſaid 
in the Scripture, (/) Take the Talent from him, and give it 


the Talent was ſo far from being happy thereby, that 


p = a _ 1 
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(4) Matth. xxv. 23. 
{/) Matth. xxv. 28. 
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Servant into. outer Darkneſs ; becauſe he would not t 
with the Talent that had been given him. This id ll@ 
4 held forth by the Tree which Jeſus Chriſt curſed, |becauſe'®# 
ve ore no Fruit: To ſhew, that all they who have received 
ew divine Grace, and been moved, by good Deſires and Puri 
er | L poſes, ſhall not be ſaved ; but thoſe only who -put-thole 


1 
75 $. 34. This indeed overturns the abſutd Dplnian of the 
pPredeſtinarians, who will do nothing, but lothfully lean 


# Graces of the Holy Spirit. | 44 . 


a- 1 to the Merits of Chriſt. They will be greatly diſappointed 4 


at Death, when they find, too late, that they have deſpiſed 
to the Doctrine of Chriſt, and, to their Loſs, perverted the 
ff © whole Meaning of the holy Scriptures. For what Need 


| 4 | fitable Servant have been condemned for putting up his Ta- 
v5 dent in a Napkin} Seeing Fe/us Chriſt has merited all, Men 
e have no need to labour for any Thing. Verily God 
8 5 would be cruel, and the Scripture falſe, if this wretched 
7 5 Predeſtination were true; or that perverſe Opinion, that 
Men ought to do nothing for working out their Salvation: 
f ; For the Apoſtle expreſly ſaith, (n] Work out your Salvation 
& with Fear and Trembling. But to juſtify the Sloth and De- 
fection of the Chriſtians of this Age, theſe Predeſtinarians 
have invented ſubtle Arguments, by which Men may be 
encouraged to live according to their corrupt Nature in all 
Kind of Sins and Abominations, and yet be perſuaded. 
chat they all be ſaved by the Merits of Fe/us CH. 
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* good Deſires in Execution, and have Ne by the | 
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be is condemned for this Talent; Caf the: unpofitgbte 4 


* 


1 was there that Fe/ſus Chrift ſhould curſe the Fig- tree, if 
it was predeſtinated to a Curſe? And why ſhould the unpro- 
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And eh is the Blindneſs of Men now-a:days, that they 
©  Patceive not that theſe are the Deceivers of whom the 
Scripture ſpeaks, when we are bid, (2) Beware of falſe © 
Prophets, that we be not deceived by them; and are told, #$ 
War they ſhall deceive many. Men ſuffer their Minds to be . 
blinded by theſe falſe Prophets, who are come in theſe laſt , 
Ti imes, and deceive many, tho' their DoQrine overturns 
the” whole Scriptare, and contradicts the Truth of eu In 
Ghrif, who, with an Aſſeveration, ſaid to Nicodemms, (o Tt 

anleſs a Man be converted, and become as a little hild, be 

Hall not" enter inte the Kingdom of Heaven. - Chriſt then 
muſt have told a Lie, when he declared theſe” Things, tho? | 5 
ke: confirwe; de Truth of them with a folemn Affirma- 2 


God hath proven matey one to Damnation, and anode i * 
to Salvation, oe WP have they to know, that bo mi 
 eruſt be tontierced, ny 2 rome as little Children, ſince they 1 * 

muſt be dimaued-i inyed has to the divine Predeſti- 
mation? And to ive Purpoſe ſhould he affirm, that they © | 
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, if he had 
merited all for them, or if God had determined to fave | \ Ca 
Oy the ſole Merits of F us Criſt, . 


156. 


$.' 45. Theſe 0 are ſo evtvincing, that de! y 
mult be of a very dull Capacity, who cannot comprehend n 
them, and who ſees not that theſe Doctrines are ſeducing, 5 c 
and tend to the Damnation of the Well-meaning, who '$ o, 
believe that they do Honour and Service to Chriſt, by II. 
aſcribing to his Merits the Cauſe of their Salvation. And = 
indeed the Salvation of all * depends upon the Merits 2 

W. = — 832 
Bee | 8 | N the 
( Matth. vii. 12. di 
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© Chriſt, provided theſe Merits be hot taken in a pet | 
* erted Senſe for the End of Salvation, when, really hay 


% # 


ttainment df Salvation. For if Chriſt had not offer'd 
nſelf as Mediator between God and Man, all Mankind 
a remain'd loſt in the State of Damnation, into which A 
an ſunk them, he having undone himſelf and all Use 
Poſterity. But Chriſt having Compaſſion on his loſt Bre. 
1 hren, interceded with God his Father for them, and ther- 
I fore charged himſelf with their Miſeries, and bore the Pains. 7 
Aue to their Sins, that he might teach them by What 
Means they might be deliver'd from this Damnation, and 


1 recover the Love of God. And to encourage them to bear. . 
a- 


We deſcended to take it up, and march before them, as a was 
ant Captain marches at the Head of his Soldiers, that he 
4 ber ee. them to * valiantly againſt W 


95ꝙ 


; . ; rn 
$. 36. But if theſe Soldiers were ſo baſe nd, con k. 
is to ſit {till and live in Soſtneſs and Eaſe, ſaying, Qu" 
Ve Captain will fight for us, we will let bim march alone," F 

© enough that we know he has Courage, and can bear well all © 


e the only true Means abſolutely neceſlary | for "the | 


this heavy Burthen of the Pains due to their Sins, he con- 


2 the Fatigues and Hardſbips: This will relieve and ſave uss e | 


he þaving this Hope, let us live in Mirth and Follity. Would 
nd not a prudent Warrior ſay; that all the Soldiers of that 
g/ Company oughę to be hanged on the firſt Trees they came. 
4 ts for their Infidelity and brutiſh Cowardice, and Sloth? 
How much more ſhoulda good Chriſtian condemn the In- 
Wkdelicy and Baſeneſs of thoſe who ſay, That Jeſus Chriſt 
Was ſuffered all for Men, and that they ought not ta de any 
bing to imitate him; that it is enough that be has merited fun 
bem, and his Merits will ſave them : Where they do not 
inguiſn the End from the Means, nor conſider, that 
God 


vi 
its if 
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aan, e, Chrit : Be thou thyſelf poor 3 embrace Sulfer- 
ee: deny thyſelf in our ſtead; for we deſire rather to live © 


„fer Salvation by thy Merits, without being obliged to do 
2 Thing ourſelves, or to break off and onurcome our evil 
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eie to teach us by what Means Man may return unto this 


4A his Love upon himſelf, or ſome other vile Creature. 


+ be truly Gaid, None ſhall be ſaved but by the Merits of f 


- vour, without doing the Works, and obeying the Doctrine 


Verily all Men of ſound Judgment will ſay, YEA ; but 


. 


God created Man only to be loved by him, and that Chriſt 


LOVE of his God, after having fo baſely loſt it, and i 


1 37 And thele Means are ſo neceſſary, that it may 1 


Fe/us Chrift ; for none can be ſaved, or recover God's Fa- 


of Feſus Cbriſt, which are ſo many proper Remedies pre- 
pared for as many Diſeaſes and Wounds, as Sin has brought 
upon our Souls. But if one will not apply theſe Remdies 
to each Wound of the Soul, it can never be healed, Wi 
but will periſh in its Ulcers and Sores. Chriſt by his 
divine Wiſdom ſaw, that Man turn'd away from the 
LOVE OF GOD to love himſelf, or this World's Wealth Fg 
and Pleaſures : And therefore he came to teach him how 
to deny himſelf, and to embrace Poverty and Hardſhips. ZR, 
Now theſe Things are deſpiſed by the Chriſtians of this 
Age, as if they would thus beſpeak their Maſter and Cap- 3 


in Eaſe and Pleaſure, to be rich, and fallow our own Will. It's > + 
enongh that we know thou haſt ſuffer'd even ta the Death of the 
Crof5 ; that thou waſt deſpiſed, poor and humble ; that we may © 7 


Habits. March thou alone, and enter the Eiſt, while we take 
our Eaſe and Pleaſure. * | 


F. 38. Don't ſuch Soldiers of Chriſt, deſerve rather to 
de condemn'd by his Merits, than to be ſaved by them? 


they who are made blind and ſtupid by the falſe Doctrines 
of 


* 
* 


3 
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Men, will: ſtill maintain, That they bl la uu by \tht 1 
ned, 1 Merits will condemn them 

© Bn iſe they would nõt ſo guad. ahd. ſa perſect 

ample as Chriſt has given them, doing his Works 

| them, and withal ſaying 'unto them, Follow me : 


ay F #1 again, T bait dont all thiſe Tohigs ts givt ud un EE. 


I. 
riſt 
his 
nd 


©. 


of l. For what need had Chriſt to ſuffer; and labour to 
"i 3 En his own Will{which was more holy and perfect tha 
a it of all Men] fince he never ſin'd, and therefore Was 


dt liable to ſuffer for Sim : He ſtood in no nted of Mens 
r he would have been as glorious aſter the Damnation of , 
4 Men, as he was before their Fall: Sd that he had: 
Fncereſt, as to himſelf, either in the Salvation ot Damn 
bon of Men. But his Soul, flaming with g holy and per- 
a Charity towards Men, he would need ew them by 
© What Means' they might” recover God's Favour and Grace 
"hat ſo they might” work out their Salvution. But *chol@ 
x Engrateful and preſumptubus Men ſay nowa- days, they 
re not oblig'd'to'do any Thing, and that Chtiſt has dene 
n for them; as if he were their hired Servunt to bear 
their Burdens: Whereas they ought rather to hu 


with Shame and Confuſion, when they Nec; that ſuch 4 
„ Lord has fo far abaſed Hinſelf, that he might ſhew = 
by 1 the Way of Salvatfon, lay ing to them of himſelf, I 
be (4): And , He that loveth" n 741 7 
7 i \ Works\ that I db, , and greater Works pull ha du. But 
1 the Modern ch Ens "ay, Thar: they cannot imitate Jeſus 

Chriſt; which 8 as much as to fay, They tannot be favedis _ 
For aſter he hab ſo particularly pointed out to them ſo 
Fay 1 Means [of 'S e the” . e, longer 
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| * many. 
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be laid en the Grate of God, not on the Merits. of Chi, 
*bar'onlyrow the Self. will he reſiſtz God Win, 
1 nor {give up If 20! be govern'd by the Je 
Wige Wiſdom. Fe e ns . wh me © yn. 
W \ N. 4 INNS it £3 
. 39 7 ps vou will na to me, wy: Friend, That 3 
gu defiref te feli God's, Will in all Things, and to - 
fign yourſelf to his, holy Conduct, being 4 to do every 1 
Thing that yen know to be the Will of God. Which 
pet is moſk falſe, fince. your Soul:is not diſpoſed ſo much av 
as to know the Will of God. Theſe are, but the falſe ſh 
; Perſuaſions -of, our deceitful Heart, which makes you Ip 
* - .think that to be true which is really falſe. Therefore it is N 
{  faid in the Sctipture, C) that the Heart is deceit oful above all Wy I 
Wings. And s one defires always to excuſe and cover 7 
his-Faults, fo you will .fay, perhaps, that you know not $i 


ae. Wil, chat. xou.may dv it. But 1, will cell you, 


von may know, it both from the holy Scriptures, And. by i 
my Writings; and that if you do not know it, it is 
certainly becagſe you will not know | it; tho you are i f 
"obliged to learn and to underſtand it, ſince you have the „ n 
Means of doing it; and Ignorance cannot excuſe Sin. | 0 
Xerily God will not admit of your Excuſes, they being 2 

fach as even I cannot admit, when I fee your Deeds quite 

cuntrary to your Words and Thoughts; for you think you . 
are ſubject in,every Thing, while you are not ſubject in 

any Thing. I adyiſed you to divert your | Mind a little, | 5 

andd to do ſome little Things that are neceſſary in Houſe- i 
keeping ; ſuch as to feed the Pullets, to pull Gooſe-berries, 
or: ta do ſoma other little Buſineſs that is not difficult, and 
which the Brethren, that « are e fit for other — muſt do, 
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uſe yu "negleft, * "Kut you Loni lot comp i5 and. 
ery mall Matters, "Ching, Tos” quli wot 2 75 Things 3: 
"ol 5 you are neither l 100 maim' d, nor blind; nor ſick 
| 34 all the'Weakneſs which you ay you have, comes kroch 


* * 


— 


9 4 ih that out of a 2 Fancy you will ww lod drink, 

e- * it after your own Way; "and When aſe." Mk 
* Fhich I have klſo v ſtten to vou, . 1 

h ener, and to take a ttle Wibe ; ; e Ae 

h ite deſpiſed, pettinaclouſty refufng to 2 * ial ag 

le '® H } at DN for the Space of three! Days, yo 23 ks ou bi SY | 


3 FE 0. Which 46 ngt at all Upprove, "and f Lt 
* 5 S An nvention of che Devil to make You die His Marty: 
Io nd to perſuade you fallely, that you haye the Virtge of 
Faſting more than other Men; cho“ our 1 1 5 
2 from the Vice of Wilfulneſs 1230 Arro * 
that you are ſick, that ' ou may not 1 Ne 90 15 * 
5 Work. For if f it were 1 Virtue to live > ee 

i ertainly Feſus Chris, his Apoſtles, 'the 505% 'Prophi 
and Patriarchs, would have lived without Eating, or tak 25 
. a Refreſhment once in three Days. (as you y yo | 
babe done ſeveral Times: 7 But all thoſe. holy S0 4 
5 eat 'and drink acterding to theit Neceſlities 1 e 2 


te | | 
MW © that every Thin that has Life, muſt be ſuſtained 
in Food ſuitable to its Nature; and for that they would nqt 


e, tempt God, as 5 do; Qefiring it ſeems' to live ſuperta-. 
. turally, or to let yourſelf die of Hunger; aud that unden 
s, 2 Pretext of Virtue and Temperance. Which ſerves for a 
id Cover to your Sins of Wilfulnefs and Dilobedienee, the 
o, wo Pillars upon which all your ſeeming. Virtue is built. 
| This now you muſt diſcover, if you would be ſaved, and 
— ut not perſevere in the deceitful Virtue which you Ao 
you have, remembring always what the Scripture 
ſe N the Heart f Mam is deceitful about all Things. 3 


32 g” 


3% "The Rynorartron of, Fart ! 
Jon pleaſe, o engmige wbether yours. degeives you, youll 
Reed only to oblerve your Words and Aion jons, nch e 

| Wi gad; to, be falſe and counterfeit In many Things. - Fo 
We vou. came; firſt amongſt vs, von ſaid diverſe Times N 
og. thought. you. ua, in 4 Paradiſe; hut aſterwards you beg'd 
- 49. be carried back to Am/terdarr, LA that you would cluſe 
= to ſlay there in a Chamber” alone, . the! you ſhould | 
Deve nothing; ut dry Bread "> Beer to live upon; For PF 
you imagine, that you would live yery. ſoberly ; and yet we 
fee. daily, that. the Meat cannot be too dainty, nor the 
Wine too delicious for you. Which ſhews the Deteit of 1 8 
your, Heart, While, you think Tu have the Virtues, of 
| Forty 55 Y altogether vol Befides you have often 
Faid to us, That. yu. would. willingly da all Kind of ge 3 
10 the Society if it wers in your Power But when I defired 5 
you to feed toe. young Pigeons, » you, faid, You could not, 4 
and that You, d af s Averſion to it; ther your Mother bad not 5 
taught you to 4 0 juch Things, and therefore You would nat 40 it; 1 N 
and ſo vou, ſent me back the Pigeons, adding, That if the © 
King, the  Empergr, | or the” Pope, 7755 command you to hell 5 
750. C reatures or "Ute to 10 ue.) your lead, en would chuſe the © 
lat... And at che ſame Time, you kneel'd, down in a Fury, 25 
and mew' d, with your Hand. how Jou would rather let | 
our Head be cut off, than that you would feed thoſe young 
igeons. And thus alſo, on many other Occaſions, I have 
;by N that hs Verd. TY are 

e and Seger, 14 B 
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$. 41. F or you * chat you. are 3 from Centroufuels, 
and that you would willingly throw your, Money azoay from you, 
and yet you was extreamly anxious and vexed, becauſe your 
Trunk was not brought out of the Caſtle into your Cham- 
ber, that yon might look upon your: Money; and with a 
furious Paſſion, you ne our Brethren to leave all 


Ty 's other 
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other neceſſary and uſeſul Buſineſs, and go with our Hagſes 
to fetch. this Trunk.,; And to coyer this Care and Angigty 
Ne have your Money, you ſaid, Ir tust in beep ir for, the 
Bebo of God's Children : which is a very. great Miſtake. 
For if you had been diſengaged from the Love of earthly * 
Goods, you would. have left all you had in the Brethren's 
ould FF Cuſtody, without. being ſo very anxious about it yourſelf, 
For aſter the Example of the Chriſtians of the Primitive Church, 
wel ip who put all in common, laying all at the Apoſtles Feet. 


* 
v0 
youll 
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the But you will give nothing in common. being deficous. to 

t off remain Proprietor; of all, that you may diſpoſe of it at 
of, your Pleaſure, - and you are offended that Wine, Brandy, 
ten 5 and other Things are not bought ſor you with this Money ; 
vice and that a Woman was not hired to make your Bed, clean 
red your Room, and do, you other Service. Vea, you tell 
„t, our Brethren, That. you, rvil/ pay thew with your Money, and 
not . ſuch like Things; tho yet you, have not much to give, 


it; 4 and our Brethren are not mercenary, but ſerve and aſſiſt 
the © 5 vou out of pure Charity. And when you are convincd 
bed | 5 of this, you tell them, Toa would be ready to do a e 
be Service to 4 Wi of be flood in Nee 7 it. 


A F. 42. This is as deceitful as all the nen; for * 
ng want to be ſerved by our Brethren, and yet you will not 
ve ferve them in the leaſt Thing; for when they recommend 
ire to you the doing of ſomething for the Society, you ſay, 
Vu have not learned to do theſe Things... Even as you told 
me to Day, when I ſaw you at the Fire picking a Fowl 
/*, for yourſelf and others, you ſaid, complaining of this Em- 
1 ploy, I never did fuch @ Thing in my Life ; as if you would 
ur have me to underſtand, that ſo mean and ſervile a Work 


n- did not become you, and that you ſhould be leſt at Li- 
* berty to do nothing. For you ſay, That by the Goodneſs of 
ul God you have been till at Liberty to lie dozon or riſe when you 
er pleas d. 


/ 
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— A if you"rlionght' it u reit Miter to have the BR." 
die Liberty that u BAR has, which ligt down and riſes MS) 
Wendt , and in every s elſe Ris te Motions "x 
ee kee, a b Nerd $65 * 
| M205 2 t 52 i TS BOY - 
„ 4 16) wat it ſeems, . 70 Tom imitate them, 
wen ou ſay, Sat vun cannot do that which is mot pleaſing 1 
, agrebble 1 v,; and you chhcfüde, That "all" Tf 2 
but you," and whith you -reliſh in go for" you ; tho“ 'this 4 
 Arpument is not founded upon Reaſon'; for a ſenſual Per. 
on is aſually delighted with that which is contrary to his 
Healck; and that which is pleafing to Corrupt” Nature, 7 
ia oſt Times prejudicial to the Health.?“ But you being 
"Setiftom'd to follow'ydur on Will, your deceitfül Heart 7 
Ales you believe, that Evil is Good, and Good is Evil: 


Por truly there is nothing Good but the Wil of God; and 
nothing Evil but the Self will of Man, which neverthblek 
you eſteem as God himſelf, or rather more than God. 

I know indeed that you will not ſay chis i in Expreſs Terms ; 
but your Actions proclaim it more clearly thart your Wörds, 

while in effect you'own, chat you will not do any Thing, 
but what is pleaſing to your corrupt Nature, and no 
more, tho it were never ſo good, uſefut and profitable to 
®F the Society. For you oſt. times ſay, That th G ſhould 

F command you to do any Thing | that you bail not learn d, you 
would not do it: adding, That God har given to every one the 
Grace to, ds ſomething, and you were never taught to do any 

Thing, except to rite and to pray: that every Thing elſe is un- 
eaſy to you, nay altogether impoſſible; In Which alſo your 
Heart greatly deceives you; for one Man may do what 
Another can do; after he has learned it, except he be blind 
or lame, fick or without Strength; which you are not; 

neither have you any other Sickneſs but that which you 


ver upon yourſelf by your Fancy, and by your wilful 
and 


* 
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ad too tho? thro” the, Degeitfalneſs. of your 
Jeart pgs _—_ naturally weak, and. ticks, and 
erefare. incapable of doing any Laer be uſgful 
che Society z 0s if you deſired to live.galy. for yourſelf, 
kd would have <yery Body to do all, that is neceſſary for 
, Þ N bu, which you will not learn ; and. qu ſay, it is impoſſible 
1 r you to do Things that are moſt, eaſy, , healthful, and fie 
Wor diverting che Faycies that the Devil goncinually fuggeſts 
Ro. your Mind, that he may deſtroy you, eds. 5 
15 0 * Wy bp n £177 ne * 7 | ml 


1 3. 44. But you, wi will not . condider dete 3 you 
chink vou haye Reaſon to act as you do, neither de you 


S chink of amending: gn the contrary, \ would willipgly 
- | put us in the Wrong, becauſe we do no 


the Corruption of your Nature; Which we defire not tg 
1 4e, knowing that we may offend Con another, ning ſe- 
| 


veral Ways: We are xeſoly'd to Aid and Sucequr all. dale 

who deſire to be true Chriſtians ; but not thoſe who wi 

> fully follow, . as mpch as they can, the Motions of their 

, 1 cor J Nature, As you do. F Nr this would be to oa 

» IT Pearls before Swine, , and the Chiſdres 5 Bread, 19 Dogs ; for 

= we. ; ſhoul, thereby feed and ſerve ghoſt e, Who will. needs. live 

ö ; only far themſelves ; and will not labour for the Gout of 
* thei N hbour, f d 

| eir eigl ur, as, all of us here . wichagt any 

ö 


” 
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- 
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Neceſſity, but hat we may leaſe God em; 
that we may be able to lay, with St. Paul (s)* 1 2 
Hands miniftred to my own Neceffities, and thoſe that were ; no 
me. But you will not follow this Doctrine of the A 
but defire rather to live in Laleneß, and to be the N. 
Pillow, than to labour i in the Lord's 's Vineyard, as we en- 
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desvor to do befbre yu. This yo ought to imitate, ra- 
cher than to deſplſe it, or to imagine that it would be im- 


* 
2 


thro” Chriſt that Prengthent ne. For my Part, 1 perceive 
clearly, chat one "way av all that be Wills, being affiſted by 


| poſſible for you, ſeeing Devi fays, (ij mut through God be 5 
e leap over Wall:: and St. Pa? (a/; I chn' ds all Thing: © 


the divine Grace, in which God is not Wanting to him * 


who ſeeks and deſires it. But you take no Care to aſk it, 
ſeeing you defire not to have it) Toving rather to live in 
Idleneſs, than to obtain Grace to labour that you may 


ſerve yourſelf, and have what is needful for you. Thus $24 e 


will not work, neither ſhall be eat. And to be juſt, you 


Gogh to be fatisfit with ſo little, as that you might not 
need to provide for any other Thing but Bread and Beer, 


and thus a deal of Labour would be ſpared : But you 
maſt have dainty Meats to pleaſe your Taſte, clean Linen, 
Dishes, c. And yet you will not be at the Pans to 


clean them yourſelf, but think you deſerve to be ſerved | 
by others, This is highly contrary to the Chriſtian Vir. 


tue and Charity which covers not to be ſerved, nor to im- 


poſe ſervile Work on others. For my Part, when I am f 


afited with Sickneſs, I lament nothing ſo much as the 
Trouble I give others, to ſerve me in my Need: But the 


Trouble given to the whole Society does not move you, 


provided you be ſeryed according to your Humour. 


F. *4F. This is an Evidence of your Self-Love, and of 


the great Eſteem you have for yourſelf, which yet you 
will not acknowledge becauſe of the Deceitfulneſs of your 


—_—_ — 


(9) Pal. wviii. 
) Phil. iv, 13. | 
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Nfeart, which makes you ſay, hae you are the leaf} aum the 
"Þ»:bren, and that you would gladly Jerve then if you cpu. 
gr T this were true, you could eaſe them of a great deal of 
ve eir ſervile and neceſſary Buſineſs, as to clean the Houle, - 
Fake the Fire, to rinſe the Glaſſes, to clean the Spoons, 
E gather and waſh the Herbs for the Kitchin ; but. your 
eart is too haughty to do fuch mean Things. Such 
Meaneſs is not confiſtent with the Efteem you have of 
Poorſelf. You reckon all theſe Things, below you, and 
us | Fo Chat it is fit and reaſonable that another do them for you- 
1 and that you may not be aſhamed to ſee that I and the 
Brethren alſo do theſe Things before you, you tell us, that 


2 
75 
12 


ot C has not granted you ſo much Grace, as to be able to & 
r, | ſuch Things, This is alſo a Cheat; ſeeing. theſe are all 
u Things that do not require much natural Strength, for a 
1, | 8 Poid ot ten Years can do them exactly. 

0 


we $ A But all your Miſery conſiſts in this, that you 
N have not yet, ſufficiently comprehended the Neceſſity of 
S deuying yourſelf, and of ſubduing or mortify ing corrupt 
5 Nature; and you reckon it a great Inſtance of Prudence 
to cheriſh it, and to afford it what it deſi ires. I declare 
ba theſe Things, not to reprove or contemn you, but that 
> the Eyes of your Underſtanding may be open'd, that you 
may fee the State of your Soul and know the Truth of 
every Thing ; 3 leſt when you go out of ghis World, you 
© find yourſelf miſtaken, for having ſtill believed that you 
was going on in the Way of Salvation, while you are 
walking in that of Damnation, which is that broad Way 
Which our Lord ſays, /eads to * and Fob 9 


there be that walk in it. 


F. 47. This is evident, if we conſider the Life of the 
Chriſtians of this preſent Age, who, we lee, follow in al 


F Things 


4 
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«Things, the Inclinations of their corrupt Nature, even as the 
Beaſts do. And living thus they ſhall never ſee God, whom 


?they have forſaken. in this Life, that they. may follow their. 
Corruption; and therefore they , ſhall be ſeparated from 


him to all Eternity : In which their everlaſting Damna- 


Mon will confiſt. My Friend I have written to you this 


Petter, becauſe you do not well underſtand me, when 1 


ſpeak to you, by Reaſon of your Deafneſs. But I do not a 
Write it for you only, but for all well-meaning Souls, who 


periſh thro' Ignorance; becauſe they know not the abſo - 
late Neceſſity there is to reſiſt their corrupt Nature, that 
they may be ſaved; and that I might alſo ſhew them their 
Blindneſs, and the Deceitfulneſs of their Hearts, which 
very few diſcover before it be too late. For many go out 


of this World full of Hope to be ſaved, who, after Death, 


find themſelves confin'd to eternal Damnation, for that 
they would not hearken unto, and obey the eternal Truth ; 
which expreſly declares (ww), That unleſs à Man be born a- 
gain, be ſpall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 


F. 48. There are ſcarce any Chriſtians who are igno- 
rant of this Sentence pronounced by the Holy Spirit : 'yea, 
Men do utter, and read, and declare thoſe'very Words, 
and yet do not know wherein this Regeneration, that is 
ſo neceſſary, doth conſiſt, Some place it in the good De- 
Gres of their Hefrts; others in good Works; ſome in 
that they can talk well of Virtue, or that they gladly 
hear Preachers, or others who make a Profeſſion of it. 
Some place. Regeneration in forſaking the World, and 
ſeparating one's ſelf from it; others in Prayer and a- 
mm pious Exerciſes, But believe me, all theſe Things, 


N 
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H. with many more, are only the Effects of the Deceitfulneſs 
the of our Heart, which falſly perfuades itſelf, that it has at, 
on BT tain'd to Regeneration, when it is yet altogether cramd 
dere with sell. love, and follows the Motions of its corrupt Nas 


om ture, which moſt certainly, tho' inſenſibly, leads the Soul 
to Deſtruction. For when once one has reſolvy'd to work 


this out his Salvation, and for this End has abandon'd the 
1 1 8 World, and groſs outward Sins, he preſently. thinks: he-is 
not ſure of Salvation, tho' he truſts only to a broken Plank, 
ho which may Shipwreck him in the Midſt of his Courſe, if 
ſo- WE he fill live in Self. Love, and follow the Motions of his 
at eortupt Nature, in which eternal Damnation doth conſiſt. 
eir 


ch F. 49. Wherefore I think, God. has granted no ſmall 
nt Favour to Men; in diſcovering to them, in theſe laſt 
h, Times, the Deceitfulneſs of their Hearts, the Wickedneſs 
at of corrupt Nature, and the Way to be regenerated i in the 
i; spirit of eus Chriſt ; ſeeing, for want of knowing theſe 
4. Things, all Men periſh, It is true, Lbring no new Law, 
nor new Goſpel ; yet as St. Fobn ſays, I bring a nem Com: 
mandment, but no other Commandment than what G 
gave unto Man from the Time he created him, namely 


0 

i. (x), to love God with all his Heart, with all bis * and 
5, with all his Strength, , ail % Mota 
„ g. co. I do not fay that God diſtinly aka theſe 


2 Words, after having created Man, but he ſpoke them ſub- 

* ſtantially to Man, from the Inſtant he created him, b 
4 leting him ſee the Grace and Favours which he had be- 
d 

7 


ſtowed upon him, having made him, as a little God, des 
pending upon him only, and withal, having created 
this beautiful Work for his Delight, and ſubjected to him 


, ſo many excellent Creatures, over whom he was to * 


: F my 


F2 


(x) 1 J i. 


mae been deeply enough imprinted in his Heart and Soul, 


hy. = 
8 FO ” 
4 * 
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Co 


„% be RzwOvraON of Part I; 
No all this, and much more, being known, by, Man 
(whom God had created, that he might take his Delight 
| wich him) was not Man obliged to loye ſuch a BenefaQor,.ſo 


that there was no need that God, by an expreſs Command, 
ſhould enjoin this Love? Muſt not this Law or Love 


2 44 


l 
——- 


>  X 


without telling him, in expreſs Terms; Thou halt love the 
Lord thy Gad, -with all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and with 
el ich Strength, as God afterwards commanded Moſes to 
teil him, becauſe of the Fall and Frailty to which Man 
was reduced by Sin, being become . forgetful of the Fa- 
yours of his God? This Law of loving God, was im- 
printed in Man's Nature from his Creation, which is 
commonly called be Law of Nature, which inwardly obliged 
Man to love his God. And after this Law was in a Manner 
| extingyiſhed, or had loſt its Vigor in Man, God of his 
infinite Goodneſs and Mercy did form .a Law, that they 
might underſtand diſtinctly, by Words, the Obligation that 
Man had to Love his God, and «VYING 


f 
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5. 51; Therefore I can now 87 truly (6. Juba hahe 
1 bring #0 rem Law, and likewiſe that I bring a new Law ; 
. , becauſe the ſame Law or Love, which God gave unto 
Man at firſt, is now ſo buried in Oblivion, that it is no 
longer own n'd. Yea, they who, among Men, call them- 
{elves God's Ambaſſadors, preach publickly, That ths 
Law of God cannot be obſerved ; ſo earneſt are they to raze 
it out, and obliterate it, that Men forgeting it, may in- 
ſenſibly periſh. Wherefore God, by this his laſt Mercy, 
hath ſent me to publiſh again the ſame Law, becauſẽ it is | 
decreed, at the Throne of the divine Juſtice, That none ſhall 
be ſaved, but they they who die in the Love of God. And becauſe I 
declare theſe eternal Truths, ithey ſeek to kill me, they 


5 
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and deſpiſe nie, as if I brought a new and unheard. 
of Law, when yet this is the ancient Law of Nature, the 
* written Law of Meer, and the Goſpel Law, which Chriſt 
brought unto Men, in the laſt Times. 80 that of theſe 
Fn bre Laws together, I make but bne, ſeeing they have but 
y > and the ſame End, ahd all of them equally tend to 
" — Men the Obligation they have to love their God and 
Creator. Are theſe Hereſies, as the Clergy - men now- a- 
days, are pleaſed to call them? Is not this a Chriſtian 
Truth, to believe that Man is bound to love his God ? And 
tho? there were no Scripture for it, would not Man's Rea - 
— ſon dictate to him, that he ought always tb love his Bene - 
s actor, whom even the Brute Beaſts do love, and know 
d thoſe, who do them good ? Is Man become more unnatural 
T than a Beaſt, that he dare ſay he cannot love his God, fa 
great a BenefaQtor, from whom eee e, 
Y | | Pe. 
t 
bo 


and all er- 40 


65. 52. 1 is like, an Died, e 
love God, and that you acknowledge all his Benefits to- 
wards you. But this Perſuaſion comes (like other Things) 
from the Deceitfulneſs of your Heart, which preſumes in 
every Thing, that it has the Virtue, which it hath not. 
And if you defire to know whether you love God troly, 

you muſt obſerve carefully, whether you love yourſelf, or 
any other Thing out of God; for the Scripture ſays (. 
that no Man can ſerve two Maſters, but he muſt love the ons 
and hate the ather ; that is to ſay, no Man can ſincerely 
love God, while he loves himſelf, or any other created 
Thing: For God will have no divided Heart, nor di- 
ſtracted with other Loves. Therefore the Scripture ex- 
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() Matth. vi. 24. 
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preſly 


The RI NOVAT ION of Part J. 


preſly tells us (2), that God muſt be loved with the whole 
Heart; and that'a Part of its Affections muſt not be ſet 
upon the Pleaſures and Accommodations of this Life, to 


46 


pleaſe the —_—_ and _ other natural Senſes. £1. ” | 


-'$. 55: Forall hi low Kiss ec Adultery, | Even a K * 


a Woman married to a Huſband, ſhould: love another as 
much, yea more than him. She would certainly deſerve, 
in Juſtice and Equity, to be divorced from her lawful Huſ- 
band: How much more then ought the Soul that violates 
its Faith to its God, to be divorc'd and rejected by him, 
who had choſen' it from among all his other Creatures, to 
be his Spouſe, that he might take his Delight with it, as 
the Scripture tells us in expreſs Words (a), My Delights are 
with the Children of Men. And whereas this Soul, the 
Spouſe of God, ought to take all its Pleaſure in him; it 
rather delights in every other Thing that's unworthy of 
it, for we ſee ſome delight in pleaſing their Palate, others 
in the Luſts of the Fleſſi; one delights in worldly Riches 
and Honours ; another in fine Cloaths and many Servants, 
or in ſtately Houſes and Gardens, . Furnitare and 


Equipage. 


$. 54. Thus the Soul, vielating its Faith to God, takes 
Delight and Pleaſure in a Thouſand Kinds of Trifles, and 


periſhing Things, inſtead of having all its Affections fix d 


upon God alone, who deſerves to be loved for his boundleſs 


Perfection, which tranſcend all that's beautiful, good, wiſe 


and powerful, and who does the Will of the Soul that loves 


— — 
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8 Deut. vi. 5. 
(a) Prov, viii. 31. 
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11 +, - But this ungratefal Soul forgets and flights the 


Favours and Friendſhip of God, and ſets itſelf to love 


Things ſo baſe, ſo vile, and ſo weak, which cannot afford 


* it any true Contentment and Satisfaction. On the con · J | 
trary, what it loves moſt, does oſt- times give it more 


Trouble, Sorrow and Anguiſh, than Tranquility and 


Peace. This makes Man highly blame-worthy, for mak 


ing ſo. bad a Choice, in pitching upon Things ſo mean 
and abject, and of ſo ſhort Cantinuance, whereupon to ſet 
his Affections, inſtead of chuſing Things erernal. For 
we ſee God has made him capable of theſe, and worthy 
to love his God, if he will correſpond with his Love, 
which is a Thing ſo reaſonable, that we may be aſtoniſh'd 
to ſee, that ſo much as one Man loves any Thing beſides 
_ Gee, mg —_ is nothing lovely buy He. 


ch. 5 5. But Sin has ſo blinded the Soul, that it ſees no 
longer its true Good, and thro? the Stupidity that Sin has 
brought upon its Spirit, it chuſes its Miſery for its Happi- 
neſs ; ſo that it diſcovers more Ignorance and Stupidity in 
its Conduct, than the Beaſts do; for they, by natural Inſtinct, 
ſeek their own Good, and avoid their Hurt: Whereas 
Man does the quite contrary, and puts a greater Va- 


lue upon temporal Pleaſures, than on thoſe Delights which” 


are eternal, For every one knows, or at leaſt ought to 
know, that he cannot enjoy two Paradiſes, and that he 
muſt not look for a Life of eternal Bleſſedneſs, when he 
chuſes this World's Delights and Pleaſures, whither Man 
is baniſh'd to do Penitence, and not to ſeck his Eaſe and 
Pleaſure, of which he is unworthy, ſeeing he has turn'd 
away his Love from his God, and become his. Enemy ; 
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tho yet corrupt Nature, and the Deceit of Man's Heart, 
makes' him believe, that all good and beautiſaf Things are 
given by God, for the Delight of Man, which is moſt 
true, if Man had continued to be the Friend of God. But 
fince he wilfully became his Enemy, theſe good and beau- 
 tiful Things do not any more belong to him, nor can he 
any longer diſpoſe of them at his Pleaſure. Vea, he ought 
voluntarily to deprive himſelf of them, as being unworthy 
of them, becauſe he has render d himſelf incapable of in- 
heriting the unſpeakable and eternal Goods and Joy of a 
Father, whom he has ſo grievouſſy offended : For it would 
not be juſt, that ſuch a Prodigal and debauch'd Son, ſhould 
inherit the Goods his Father has purchafed for him with 
fo much Care. It is juſt: that the Father reftrain'd ſuch a 
Son, and that he allow him not the Liberty to diſpoſe of 
his Goods, tho” thoſe, by the Right of Nature, might have 
belong'd to him. It is fit that the Son, for his own Good, 
be denied this Privilege, fince he would abplſe it to his own 
Hurt. Thus alſo God doth curb corrupt Nature, and will 
not have it to enjoy and diſpoſe at its Pleaſure, of all the 
good and beautiful, Things which be created for Man; 
but he requires that it rather humble itſelf, and count itſelf 
' unworthy even of the Things that are neceſſary for its Suſ- 
tentation ; ſo far ought it to be from enjoying and de- 
| lighting itfelf in the good and beautiful Things which God 
created for his Children, and not for the Wicked, or for 
thoſe who abuſe his Favours. W bal 50 


$. 56. In which many deceive themſelves, when they 
ſay, that God has created for them, all that's good and 
beautiful in Nature. For this is moſt falſe; and they can 
enjoy nothing that is good and beautiful, but after the 
Manner that Thieves enjoy the Goods they have ſtolen 
from others. Thus the Wicked unjuſtly uſe good 8 
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fine Cloaths and Ortaiticats; and all other Qelicious Things 
which God created only for his beloved Ones, and not for 
* thoſe who ſet their Affections upon ſuch mean Things, and 
embrace and love them, as if they were the great and Jaſt 
End, for which they were created; tho by their Words, 
aer Nn * they receive them with Thankiyiving; 


w 


$. 57. Which i b u. Things already men - 
tion'd ; for they cannot truly give Thanks to God for the 
Things which they think they deſerve as of Right be- 
longing to them, and which God has created for them : 
It is like indeed that the Delight they take in their ſen- 
ſual Satisfactions, hinders them from lifting' up their Hearts 
to God, to thank him for the good and pleaſant Things, 
which he gives them, and that they rather act like the 
Swine, which when under the Oak, are cating the Acorns 
which fall to them, are more taken up about ſeeking after 
them, and gluting themſelves with them, than to look 
up to him who throws them down. Juſt ſo does the ſen- 
ſual Perſon, with reſpect to God, when he feeds on qainty 
Fare, or partakes of other Pleaſures ; He. is more careful 
to fill his Belly and fatisfy his Appetite, than truly to bleſs 
God. Seeing he who places his Aﬀedtions out of God; 
is unmindful of him. For the Scriptüre tells us, (5) That * 
where your Heart is, there is your Treaſure: To ſhew, that 
he who has ſet his Affections upon Eating and Drinking, or 
other ſenſual Delights, hath there his Heart and his Trea- 
ſure: And if ſuch a one ſpeak of God, it is with his Lips 
only ; for the Heart cannot be divided into the Love of 
Objects, ſo different and diſtant from one another. But 
Man's Heart, being ſtill deceitful, gives him falſe Per- 
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ſuaſtons, 


© himſelf believes that to be true which is falſe, and that 


wo 


And if there had been any other Way of Salvation, Chriſt 


260 Ihe Rzxovario of Part l. 
ſuaſions, with ſuch fair Appearances of Truth, that he P: 


ea 
he gives Thanks unto God, even when he is abuſing his mo 
F avours, and turning away his Affections from his God, = 
the Author of alt, Good, that he may ſet them on the: 
" pleaſant Morſels of corruptible Food, which is no ſooner 
down the Throat, but it ſtinks and is corrupted. And 
vet notwithſtanding all theſe Evils and Ignorance, Man 
hopes to be ſaved, and to obtain a bleſſed Eternity. In 
this he will certainly be diſappointed,” and at Death he 
muſt be ſatisfied with the Paradiſe he choſe in this World, 
and the fading and imperfect Delights that he would needs 
enjoy in this Life: This is the Portion that the ſenſual 
Man hath choſen,-and it-would be in yain for him to look 
for another, : a he removes out of this World. 


% 


* 


a 6 58. l ds ks ond to bluſh for Shame ug 
Confuſion, that he ſhould deſire to be plac'd among fo 
many bleſſed Souls, who during this mortal Liſe, em- 
braced Penitence, mortified their Bodies, and reſiſted the 
ſenſual Appetites of their corrupt Nature, deny ing it even 
the leaſt ſenſual Pleaſure; and circumciſing their Fleſh, for 
the Kingdom of Heaven; as all thoſe have done who have 
obtain'd Salvation hitherto, and all who ſhall be ſaved, 
muſt do to the: End of the World: For there is no 
other Way that leads to Salvation, but the Croſs and Suf- 
ferings of Chriſt. This St. Paul confirms, when he ſays, 
le Wat be knows nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. 


would undoubtedly have taught it us. But he {peaks to us 
only of the Creſi, of ſuffering 'Perſecution- for Righteouſneſs 
Sake, foretelling his Di ples, That they ſhould be * — 
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yea put to Death, for his Meme; addi ing, That the Servant © 


is not better than his Lurd; "if they vave perſecuted me, they 


gilt prrſecute you fo T-. re 


F. 59. But has A Perſons, Who Will take their. 
Pleaſures in this World, have forgotten the Admonitions 
of Chrift, or they [perſuade themſelves, that he has ſuf- 
fered all theſe Things for them ; and they Nies to them 
ſelves an imaginary Paradiſe, which they ſhall never really. 
obtain, ſince they {ell it, that they may enjoy in this World, 
ſome” Dainties for their Palate, a little Puff of Honour, or 
ſome filthy Pleaſure; and truly they do much worſe than 
Eſau *, robo fold his  Birth-right for one Morſel of Meat "bbs 
while theſe poor blinded Souls, thro' the Deceitfulneſs of 
their Hearts, ſelf their Part of Paradiſe for ſome vain 
Pleaſure, that doth ſo quickly vaniſh, and ends in Bitter- 
neſs, even oft-times in this preſent Life, as the Proverb is, 
For one Pleaſure, a Thouſand Pains : For, in truth, I never 
obſerved any Pleaſure in this World, which did not end, 
in Grief and Sorrows. And tho' many have the Experi- 
ence of this, yet they will not ceaſe to purſue and embrace 
thoſe tranſitory Pleaſures with the Loſs of eternal Bleſſed- 
neſs'; which yet they are perſuaded they ſhall obtain at 
laſt, after they have ſet themſelves to gratify their corrupt, 
Senſes, and taken in this World, all the Eaſe and Pleaſures 
they could have. In which they greatly deceive them-" 
ſelves ; becauſe the Righteonſneſs of God renders, and 
{till will render to every Man according to his Works; as 
the Scripture intimates, when it is ſaid, By thy Works thou 
Halt be judged, and by thy Works thou ſhalt be condemn'd. It is 


r 


1 Fobn xv. 20. 
® Heb. xii. 16. 
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not ſaid according to your Imagination, or yain Hopes, or 

— to the Perſuaſion you have, that you ſhall. ob. 

tain two Paradiſes, the one in this World, in the Purſuit 

of its Pleaſures, and the other in the Kingdom of Heaven, 

where nevertheleſs no unclean Thing doth enter: But every 
Man ſhall be preſented before the Judgment Seat of God, 

where it ſhall be ſaid, Behold the Man and his Works. 


5. 60. I 3 very well, chat many imagins 5 you 
| likewiſe do, my Friend) that for one to follow his Appe- 
tites, in the Uſe of Meat and Drink, and to take his Eaſe 
and Conyeniency, and give other ſych Satisfactions to Na- 
ture, are not to be reckon'd among evil Works. But ſeeing 
Iſpeak to Chriſtians, who know the Scriptures, I wiſh they 
would conſider well the Sentence giyen to the rich Glutton, 
thus, (4) Remember that thoy in thy Life time received} thy good 
Things, and likewiſe. Lazarus evil Things : But now be ig 
" comforted, and then art tormented. The, Scripture does 
not accuſe this rich Man of any. other evil Deeds, 
but ſuch as all commit, who live according to corrupt 
Nature, who ſeek, in all Things, the fineſt, moſt pleaſant 
and delicious, and moſt convenient, as this rich Man did, 
of whom the Scripture ſays, That he was clhathed in Purple 
and fine Linnen, and fared ſumptuouſly every Day 4. Lo, 
theſe are all the Crimes of which the Scripture doth ac- 
cuſe him, making no mention of any other Sin. This 
may well hinder any from thinking that they ſhall not be 
damp'd, for having gorgeous, and coſtly Apparel, and 
faring ſumptuouſly, as uſually all thoſe do, Who have 
abundance of this World's Goods, ſince the Rich count it 
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(a) Luke xvi, 25. 
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r their Glory to live magnificently, as to their Apparel, 
). Furniture, Retinue and Entertainment, according to their 
it | Quality. This is ſo common, that he would be eſteem'd 
1, a2 penurious and covetous Wretch, who ſhould not live 
y thus plentifully, as to outward Accommodations, and good 
l, and delicious Fare. This is the broad Way that leads to 
| Deſtruction, wherein truly many walk, becauſe they do not 
ſufficiently conceive, | that all the ſenſual Pleaſures, to 


y which Men give themſelves in this Life, ſhall, in te new, 

- be net with as many diverſe Torments. 

e 5 ) vi 

- * 61. This the holy Scriptures confirm, when ſpeaking 

g of the great Whore, they ſay (e), How much fhe bath 

y glorified herſelf, and liveth deliciouſly, ' fa much Torment and 

„ Sorrow give ber. For my part, I think that a Man will be 

4 puniſh'd with as many Kinds of Torments, through all 

is Eternity, as there were Kinds of Pleaſures, in which be 

8 delighted himſelf here, The Catho/icks expreſs this in a 

5 Book intituled, TE ART or Living WEIL, Au p or 

t DrincG WELL ; where, by Pictures, the ſeveral Torments 
t are repreſented, which the Damn'd ſuffer in Hell, There 
, they repreſent the Gluttons, and thoſe who were given to 

le delicious Fare, with their Tables full of Serpents, Toads, 


, Lizards, Spiders, and other venomous Beaſts, ſerved up 
. to them, which the Devil crams down their Throats, and. 
is withal, pour into them melted Lead and Cups of Poiſon. 


e And the Leud and Luxurious, are repreſented quite naked, 
d and upon them are faſten'd Serpents, which gnaw and bite 
E their ſecret Parts, and wind themſelves in and out of their 
it Bellies, which they have rent, tearing out their Bowels. 


They who in this World, took Pleaſure to dreſs and paint, 
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| themſelves, are repreſented with their Heads full of little 
| Serpents, inſtead of Hair, which gnaw their Necks and 
| their Checks, and crawl in and out at their Mouths, their 
Noſtrils, and the Hollow of their Eyes. All which are 
frightful Pictures, with a great many more, which the 
Curious may ſee in the Book itſelf, which I do not look 
upon as Canonical in its Pictures, becauſe the Pains of 
Hell cannot be pourtray'd ; for they are greater than all 
this World's. Torments put together. But as Poets are 
allow'd to make Emblems ſuitable to their Deſigns ; ſo, in 
my Opinion, it is lawful for devout Men to repreſent their 
Thoughts by external Images and Pictures, to make thoſe 
Who are ſlow and dull in their Underſtanding, to conceive 
the horrid Pains, with which the Damn'd ſhall be tormented 
in Hell : Namely, that according as they were addicted to 
diverſe Vices in this World, they ſhall, in like Manner, en- 
dure diverſe Torments in Hell, and that according to the 
ſtricteſt Juſtice. | | 


F. 62. God will not let any Sins go unpuniſh'd, nor any 
good Work unrewarded. Hence as a Soul is endued with. 
Charity and the Love of God, it ſhall accordingly be ex. 
alted to different degrees of Glory. This our Lord inſi- 
nuates, when he ſays (/), In my Father's Houſe are many 
Manſions; that is, in Paradiſe there ſhall be as many De- 
grees of Glory, as there have been in this World of Virtue ; 
and the more cloſely he has followed Chriſt in this World, 
he ſhall the more nearly approach unto him in his Glory, 
thro' all Eternity. Wherefore a Man ought to reckon. 
himſelf more happy in bearing the Croſs, and in being 
deſpiſed with Chriſt, than in poſſeſſing Wealth and Riches, 
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hereby he may take his Eaſe and Pleaſure, in this ſhort 
and wretched Lite, ſeeing the Delights of this temporal 
Para iſe, cannot afford the leaſt Degree of that Joy and 
Contentment, which holy and bleſſed Souls ſhall inden 
thro' all Eternity. 


$. 63. This is eaſy to be 881 n ones 


| this is laid down for an eternal Truth, that there is no Gd 
but in God alone, and that there cannot be a greater Evil, 


than in the Privation of all Good ; in which all die, who 
take their Delight in this World. Fo ſuch God will 


-pronounce this fearful Sentence (g), Depart from me all ye 


that Work Iniquity ; or, Go ye curſed into everlaſting Fire: 
Thus driving from him, all thoſe who chuſe to take their 
Delight i in any other Thing, than in God alone, to love 
whom they were created. But ſenſual Men are affected 
only with preſent Things, and cannot conceive the Joys 
of a bleſſed Eternity, for which only they were created. 
They prefer a ſmall ſenſual Pleaſure, to thoſe eternal Joys 
that ſhall never End; and thus they ſhall have no Paradiſe, 
neither in this World, nor in that which is to come. For 
tho' they ſeek to have full Contentment in this World, 
they ſhall never find it: For our Souls being divine, can 
be fatisfied with nothing but God alone; and ſecing in 
this World they have not ſought - after thoſe eternal De- 
lights, they ſhall never find them, but at Death ſhall ſee 
themſelves deprived both of the one Paradiſe and the other ; 
for then they can no longer enjoy their temporal Pleaſures, 
for which, nevertheleſs, they have loſt thoſe that are 
Eternal. | 


) Matth. xxv. 41. 
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. 64. Thus the wretched Soul, perceives, too late, the 
bad Choice it has made, and bewails its Misfortune with 
2 deſperate Anguiſh, wiſhing rather it had ſuffer d in this 
World, all Kind of Miſeries, than to- have enjoyed any 
the leaſt Pleaſure in it. But all is vain, ſince its Time of 
Penitence is over, which cannot be recall'd. It muſt ſuf 
ſer the Torments which its Pleaſures have brought upon it; 
neither can it avoid them, nor ſubſtitute any in its Place, 
Hut muſt hear this Sentence (5), Ne unto _ that are full, 

Nr 7 ſhall bunger. 


AY 6g. Hence alſo it appears, thas i in Hen there al 
be diverſe Torments, ſeeing for Fulneſs they ſhall have 
Hunger, and without doubt, the Damned ſhall inherit all 
the Evils, which Sin hath brought upon all Things. This 
Curſe will be the Lot of the Damned, who aſſuredly ſhall 
ſeel che burning and Smoke of Fire, the Storms and 
Tempeſts of the Air, the violent Floods and raging of 
the Waters, the pricking of the Thorns and Thiſtles, 
which the Earth brings forth. Theſe Souls ſhall, no 
doubt, feel the Wounds and Cutings of Iron, the Blows 
and Bruiſes of Wood, and Bitings and Tearings of Beaſts : 


For none of theſe Things, nor any Malignity that is in 


Nature, came from God. Theſe are all the Works of 
wicked Men, who have deformed and disfigured the Works 
of God, which he created ſo good and beautiful. It is moſt 
reaſonable therefore that he who has done Evil, ſhould bear 
> the Pains and Mileries of it. For who can be obliged 
to bear the Evil that another has done? It would be unjuſt 
that the Righteous ſhould ſuffer for the Guilty, and bear 
the Puniſhments due to the Malefactor: And fince Evil: 
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having once x Being, muſt have its P1468 '6f Subfiflents, 
of neceſſity it muſt dwell for ever, in the Souls' of ths 


who were the Authors of it. This is chat which makes 
their Hell. 1 rr 4 2 Sick 290 * 


F. 66, For qwhore: mould choſs 20; who Lav an 
their Paradiſe in this' World, and would needs pleaſe them 
ſelves in gratifying the Luſts of their corrupt Nature ? Th 
Heaven ſurely they could not ſtay z/ for in it there is 0 
Corruption, or ſenſual Delight. There they do not tall 
of Laſciviouſneſs, nor carnal Pleaſures, nor of delicate Fare, 
nor of delicious Wines, nor of any other Pleaſures, which 
do gratify corrupt Nature: But the Bleſſed in Paradiſe, 
take all their Delight in God alone, and there they drink 
full Draughts of the Nectar of his Love, and their moſt 
delicate Fare, lies in the accompliſhing of his divine Will: 
In which ſenſtal Souls took no Pleaſure in this World ; 
and therefore they ſhall never enjoy it in Eternity. The 
ſhall flee to Hell, to ſeek Companions' like 'themſeh 
and there they ſhall find a huge' Company' of ſenſual Souls, 
ſuch as they themſelves are, which the more numerdus 
they are, will ſo much the more encreaſe their mutual 
Pains and Torments, by the defperate Howling, Angui 
and Confuſion, which is to be met with in Hen, in the 
gociety of the Damned; where, inſtend of loving And 
helping one another, they ſliall vex and torture one another, 
and belch forth Curſes againſt God, Who created them. | 
This makes fad Muſick, for thofe who delighted them- | 
ſelves' in Melody, in this World. 80 that all the Senſes 
of thoſe who delighted themſelves in corruptible Things, 
ſhall, in Hell, have their particular Torments. 


5. 67. Wherefore that Man is very unwiſe, * takes his 
ſenſual Delights here as much as he can ; bang be ag 
H 


38 The! RE noyvaTion of, Part]. 
endure. Torment i in Hell, in Proportion to the Pleaſures, 
. he has ſtudied to gratify his Senſes here. This 
the Scripture teſtifies, , in the forecited Words, concern- 
25 ing the Whore, of whom it is ſaid (7), How much Ee 
Bath glorified berfelf, and lived deliciouſly, fo „ 
went and Sorraw: give, her. So that it were the Intereſt, 
exen of a wicked Man, to abſtain from the Pleaſures of 


bie Life, chat he, might not epcreaſe his Torments and 


| * Sorrow hereaſter, and ta ceaſe from Sin, even tho? he knew 


= .he.were to be. damned, that he might leſſen his Pains here- 
| after, which will he meaſured out, according to the many 
_- pr; few Sins, commited in this World. "How much more 
*- ought a Man to abſtain altogether from Sin, that he may 
my obtain. greral, Blefſeaneſs, and vs * 9 7 Tos gen. 
een deo e A 24h 35 . U li 
ral. 
. 68. 1 think.” my „ Friend, you may. | fuficiently.prr 
ceive by this Letter, how greatly Sin hath corrupted the 


Mature of Man, and chat none can follow this Corruption, 


without damning and deſtroying his own: Soul; nor can 
any inherit the Kinggom of God, unleſs he War againſt, 
and overcome this .Corruption, which is the Enemy of 
God; ; and that he Who. chuſeth his e in this World, 
"and : an Enemy to his own. Happineſs. - -:It is your Par 
now, to conſider, if you will continue to follow your cor. 
rupt Nature (as you have, done hitherto ; ) or if you will 
combat it by denying it it What it loves moſt, and giving it 
what i is moſt contrary to it: As an eminent Perſon gave 
Advice to. good Men, fa in g to them, Hate what you love 
* Teaſe to do that which you a are inclin'd to do; that is, if 


16 


Ve. win. WELD e 


7 89 1 F „ 
ITT 2. th „ LED , 


212 


1 


G Wn 4 HW d a6 oo . oo .caþ i. ce 


”. 


I 
F 


If 


part I. the GOSPELSPIRTr. 3 


you defire 10 pleaſe God, you muff always do'what-ts m—_ 
— But you do WW quite contrary”; and-you ſay, chat 


yon cannot do that which is repugnant \ to your 'Natare, © You! 


ſay alſo, that all Things which ſeem good to Nature ale 
uſeful, and that you cannot. do that which is not agrees} 
able to you. As if you had abſolately reſolv d to follow /i im 
all Things, the Motions of your Corruption,” and not to} 
reſtrain it in any Thing. In the mean Time, you think” 
you do well, and that you ſhall be ſayed at laſt; and yon 
do not perceive that the Devil ſedutes you, and your owns 
Heart deceives you, that you may go on inſenſibly to eter- 

nal Damnation: For none ſhall be ſaved but by Chriſt, and 
he teaches all Chriſtians to dexy themſelves... And elſewhere; 
he ſays (i), that be that ſaves his Life, all loſe it; and bes, 
that loſes his Life, the ſame ſhall find it: As if he ſaid, that 
he who is ſo careful of his Health, in taking his Eaſe and 
Pleaſures, ſhall aſſuredly loſe his Soul: And he who even, 
loſes his Life, to overcome his Corruption, ſhall ſave his 
Soul in a Life; of eternal Bliſs: For it is alſo written (90, 
that wn/eſs a Grain of Corn die, it bringeth nat forth Fruit. 
It is neceſſary then, that this Corruption of Man, be cruſned 
and killed by the Mortification of the Senſes, elſe the Soul 
ſhall never arrive at Salvation, nor bring Jarth Fruits wore; 
thy of Repentance. | | 


14 


5. 69. Wesel my Friend, do not ſuffer yourſelf to 
be ſeduced any longer by falſe. Appearances : For you are 
out of the Way of Salvation, ſo long as you follow your. 
natural Inclinations, ſeeing it is written (2), That Floſs" 


hy « 


(#) Matth. x. 39. 
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a Bleed all not anter into the King dm of Heaven, And 


ita be nothing but Fleſh: and Blood; that makes you 
2 ſeek/ ſo earneſtly your Eaſe and Conveniencies, while you 


ſilk complain that you have not enough of them. For 
ſometimes your Chamber is too light, ſometimes it is too 
dark; ſometimes your Bed has an ill Smell, and the 
Cloaths are too heavy, the Sheets are not clean enough, à 


Mouſe diſturbs you; there is hardly any Meat that pleaſes 


your Taſte ; the Sugar-ſops they bring you, are not ſweet 


is any little Buſineſs recommended to you, as to gather 
the Beans in the Garden, but preſently you make as if 


you were fick, and you deſire to live idly, or to do that 


only which is pleaſing and agreable to corrupt Nature: In 
mort you are a Man altogether ſenſual : For if you were 
a "regenerate Perſon, as you believe you are, you would be 


void of all thoſe carnal Defires and Cares ; you would 


take all in good Part; eſteeming yourſelf unworthy, even 
of neceſſary Things ; you would rather ſerve than be ſerved, 


more to help my Neighbour. And ſo far am I from tak- 
ing Pleaſure in Meat and Drink, and in other Things that 
are pleaſing to Nature; that all theſe Things are rather 
troubleſome to me: I uſe them with Regret, and only for 
Neceſſity. For it would be impoſſible for a regenerate 
Soul, to take any Delight in earthly Things ; theſe rather 
oppreſs it, like a heavy Burthen ; Wealth, Honours and 
Pleaſures, are a Burthen to it ; x even deſires, with St. 
Paul, to be delivered from the Bondage of this preſent 
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the Delights of this World, as Things unworthy of it, and 
Which are ſo far from being A EA * * are han. 
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enough, and you muſt have more Sugar ; And no ſooner 


and rather work than fit idle. For my part, I do his 
with a willing Heart, and wiſh 1 could labour ſix Times 
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5. 70. By this we may diſcern, the State of = Souls 

truly regenerated, from one who ſtill lives according tw 
the Inclinations of corrupt Nature; according as one i © 
delighted in the Pleaſures of this Life, or as he defpiſes 
and rejects them, even tho' he might lawfully have them. 
For one that is regenerated does no longer ſeek after any 
Thing in this World ; this the Apeſtle confirms, when he 
ſays (n), F you be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe Things which 
are above, and not the Things which are upon the Earth. This 
he inculcates unto Chriſtians, that they may not let them- 
ſelves be ſeduced, by the Deceitfulneſs of their Hearts, 
which perſuades them to believe that they are regenerate, 
while they ſtill ſeek after the Pleaſures and Riches of 
this Life. And that theſe Perſons may try themſelves 
aright, the Apoſtle tells them, that the Mark or Touch- 


ſtone, which makes it appear whether the Regenera- 


tion be true or falſe, is, that every one ſearch to the 
Bottom of his own Heart, and fee, whether be feeks. 
any Thing mere in this World, and whether all his Thoughts and 
Cares be diverted toward Things heavenly and eternal. If i, 
he may be perſuaded, that he belongs to the bleſſed Society 
of the Regenerate, and no otherwiſe. For he who is. 
yet deſirous to have a fine Houſe, coſtly Furniture, a ſoſt 
Bed, Meat to pleaſe his Taſte, and the other Delights of his 
Senſes, Wealth, or Honours, or Attendants, and the other 
Things with which Nature is delighted, he cannot truly 
affirm or believe, that he is a regenerate Perſon, ſeeing he 
yet ſeeks thoſe Things that are upon Earth, and not thoſe 
Things which are aboye, and which are eternal. 


F. 71, 1 can ſay truly, that 1 have found, by my own. | 
Experience, that as ſoon as the ball —— did 4 ly Pe W 


e Col. r 
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i Soul, al the Things which I loved in this World 
were ſhut out of my Heart and Affections. And the 
Love or Gop diſſolved in me, all Love of earthly 
Things, as the Snow is melted before the Sun or the Fire: 
Guibar I cannot ſay, in Truth, that my Affections are 
now plac'd upon any Thing on Earth: Yea, I am no 
— fond or deſirous of Health or Life, but am entirely 
weſigwd to God, that he may govern me at his Pleaſure. 
Thus I am always content, and I never wiſh for that which 
Fihave not: And if it happen that I have a good Lodging, 
and the Conveniences'of Life, I uſe them; neither do J. 8 
as the Hy pocrites, who will not wear ſuch Cloaths as 
are generally uſed; nor dwell in Houſes that are well buift, 
but outwardly they reject alt good and fine Things, to ſhely 
their Virtue and Holinefs ; which is pothing but a Shew, 
evnitfiſting in a diſtinct Sort of Apparel, and ſuch outward 
Tiifles. | No, I feek neither Poverty, nor Riches, nor 
Fare, nor that which is common: But I take all” 
that's given me from the Hand of God: If it is good, I 
take it as ſuch; and if it does not taſte agreeable, I take 
it to nouriſh my Body, without any Choice, being con- 
tent with every Thing: And when it happens that I muſt 
He in a naſty Garret, or a Stable, I do not murmur at it; ; 
but I am as contented to lie upon the hard Floor, as on a 
ſoft Bed, when there is Occaſion for it. I am as well 
pleaſed with Sickneſs, as with Health, When God is 
pleaſed to afflict me, I accept of it, for the Purification 
of my Sdul; and when he comforts me, I praiſe him for 
it. Thus I fill find Matter of Contentment, becauſe I have 
no longer any 1 Deſire or Will of my own, Nothing can be 
wanting to me; fince I defire nothing but that which 1 have. 
My Soul is content and ſatisfied with it, without deſiring. 
more, and in this State, I find a Foretaſte of Paradiſe, conſiſt- 


ing in a Contentment, and quiet of Mind and Conſcience, 
8 


herſelf, and I never ſaw her content. She had indes 
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-which quenches the Deſire of any earthly Thing, d 
gives me Tranquility and Peace, in all Kind of Events. 
Whereas I ſee thoſe poor Souls, who will needs do ther 
own Will, and follow the Inclinations of their corraft 
Nature, ſtill reſtleſs and diflatisfied, melancholy and vex% 
becauſe they have not what they deſire ; troubled that they 
have not Wealth and Honour according to their Wiſh 3 
envying others thoſe Advantages ; impatient in Adverfity 
or Sickneſs ; ſtill ſeeking Satisfaction, and never finding It. 
Thus I had a Siſter, who ſtudied in all Things to pleaſe 


wherewith to afford all Sort of Conveniency, Reſt and 
Delight to her Body; and yet truly, ſne enjoyed none of 
theſe. - She never ſlept ſoundly, being ſtill afraid to 'bb 
contemned, or loſe the Honour that ſhe thought was dil 
to her. And for Pleaſure, ſhe went and 'viſited ſeveral 
Cities and Country Places, whence ſhe reap'd nothing but 
Wearineſs, and little Satisfaction. And ſhe ſpared nothing, 

that-ſhe might pleaſe her Taſte; ſhe contrived daily, ſome 
new Thing to excite her Appitite ; and ſhe no ſooner orice 
taſted it, but ſhe diſguſted it, and turned it to ſome other 
Thing. And thus this pcor Soul ſtudied continually 'to 
gratif/ her five natural Senſes ; and yet could never pleaſe 
them; for the more ſhe had, ſhe ſtill deſired the more. SU 
that I conſider'd her Life here, as the Beginning of her 
Hell; for I carmot imagine a greater Torment, chan, that 
of an unquiet and never ſatisfied Mind, hen all its Pres 
tended Pleaſures, give it no Content; but only amuſe the 
Senſes for a ſmall Moment, and ſo ſoon as that momentary 
Pleaſure, is gone, it leaves behind it; Sadneſs and Mela 
choly, I would have often comforted her, but in vain, for 
Melancholy had ſtill the Aſcendant, till ſhe run to new 
Diyerſions, and theſe. brought on more Sadneſs. And 


thus this poor Soul remain'd diſcontented till Death, after 
1 
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eres in vain, with great Earneftneſs; all fort 
of Pleaſures and Satisfactions. From this, all thoſe may 
take Warning, who chuſe their Paradiſe in this World, 
where they find nothing but a temporal Hell, the Fore- 
runer of that which is eternal. | 


$ 4: 92. I wiſh, my Friend, you may become wiſe, by 
the Example of others, and that you would firmly believe, 
that your Life is not Chriſtian, and that you are not truly 
tegenerate ; but that you indulge your ſenſual Appetites, 
nnd ſeek your Eaſe and Pleaſure, chuſing always for your- 
" FHF, the beſt and the fineſt of every Thing, as much as you 
can: Perhaps the Devil perſuades you, that this is your 
Duty, and that you ought to have the beſt Place and Accom- 
modations, and conſequently the beſt Fare, and the beſt 
ger vice, becauſe you are a ſpiritual Perſon, for whom all 
good and beautiful Things were created. I know others 
like you; who imagine there was nothing which they did 
not merit, becauſe of their Virtue ; among others, I knew 
a Country Girl, who wore white Sattin, and would eat of 
nothing but the moſt delicious Fare; ſor ſhe ſaid, hey 
were treated for her, and not for the Wicked. This Perſua- 
ſion came from the evil Spirit, and from corrupt Nature, 
which Rill flatters itſelf to its own Ruin. For where was 
there ever one more ſpiritual, more holy, and more perfect 
in this World, than Chriſt, to whom every beautiful and 
good Thing is due ? And yet he choſe the meaneſt, and 
moſt deſpiſed Things, for his own Uſe. For where 
could he have a*meaner Mother, than the poor Virgin 
Mary? Or a meaner nurſing Father, -than a Carpenter ? 
Where could there be a more contemptible, and inconve- 
nent Houſe for him to be born in, than a Stable ? Where 
more abje& Perſons could be pitch'd upon, to viſit him at 
wer pad into the World, than poor Shepherds ? He who 
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might have choſen for himſelf, the greateſt Kings and 
Emperors. of the Earth, with the moſt ſtately Palaces in 
the World, with ſoft Beds, and ſuch like Conveniences, 
contents himſelf with a little Hay, and a Manger for his 
Pavilion. And who ſees not, that he ſought not his Eafe 
and Quiet in this World, when he labour'd and travell'd 
ſo much for the Benefit of Men? His Fare was Brend and 
Fiſh, broil'd on the Coals on the Ground, as it is told in 
the Goſpel, That he fed Multitudes of Men, Women ad 
Children, with Bread and Fiſhes. And when his Diſciples 
provided Victuals for him, it was Bread only, and not 
dainty Morſels, or Sauces ſuited to the Taſte of corrupt 
Nature. For they did not carry about with them, net. 
ther Pots nor Frying-Pans, nor Fat nor Cream, ar a. 
Cauldron for Brewing, nor a Wine. preſs for their Grapes: 
They were contented to make the Fire upon the Ground, 
and then broil the Fiſhes, which they had caught in the Sea. 
Hence it abundantly appears, that Chriſt did nat lead 
a ſoft and ſenſual Life, as the Chriſtians of this Age believe 
they may do, and that they may chuſe the fineſt and the 
beſt of every Thing, for their Uſe : By which, they be- 


come Antichriſtians, ſince their Words, Dofrine and Lives, 


directly contradict the Sayings, Doctrine, and Life of 
Chriſt, who ſaid unto them, Be ye Fo/lowers of me ; Falls 
me. (o) I am the Way ; by me, if any Man fhall enter, he ſpall 
be ſaved: I am the Door, no Man cometh to the Fan but 


by me. 


F. 73. But Men now-a-days, have invented Dofrines' ? 
contrary to that of Chriſt, and they would lead to Salya-' 
tion, by another Way, than that in which our Lord Feu, 


r 


(0) Tabn xiv. 6. 
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walk'd, and wherein he taught Men to follow him: They 
Wreſt the true Meaning of the Goſpel, by their Gloſſes 
and Explanations ; fo that it muſt be quite croſs'd out and 
cancell'd, before one can believe the Coiners of thoſe new 
Doftrines, And when the Goſpel is truly repreſented to 
them, in its genuine Simplicity, they ſay, That theſe Things 
ought not w be obſerved now in this Age ; as if God were 
mutahle, and had changed his Thoughts, ſince the Time 
that Chriſt taught us this holy Goſpel, as the laſt Remedy, 
appointed for our Maladies, after which me muſt not look 
for another, for he came in the laſt Times. It ſtill was, 
and ever will be neceſſary for Salvation, to the End of the 
World, to obſerve in Subſtance, the Doctrine of the Goſ- 
pel, the only Scope and Aim, whereof, is to recover Men 
again, unto the Love or Gov, which is the firſt and 
great Commandment, without which there is no Salva. 
tion, as I have clearly ſhewn, in the Begining of this 
| 


$. 74. And I bring no new Thing, neither do I deſire 
to make a new Goſpel, but I repreſent to Chriſtians, the 
ſame Goſpel, which was given them from God, by Fe/zs 
Chrift, in the Begining of the Primitive Church, when 
Men were taught by our Saviour, how they muſt be born a- 
gain into the Spirit of Feſus Chrift, that they may be- 
come new Creatures; puting off the Garment of the old 
Adam, that they may be cloathed with the New, which is 
Fejus Chrift. For as Adam, had undone us all by his 
Fall, ſo Jes Chrift has recover'd us all out of this Per- 
dition, by his Evangelical Doctrine, which we mult fol- 
low, and into which our Hearts and Lives muſt he tranſ. 
form'd, if we would be ſaved, without hearkening to the 
Gloſſes and Doctrines of deceitful Men, (p) Who ſhut the 


(p) Matth. xxiii. 13. 
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Kingdom of Heaven againſt analy neither will y ever enter 
into it et 

* + I know very well, that thoſs Pedants, and pre- 
tended. Scholars, make the 'People believe, that I Jet up 
Herefies and new Dodrines, tho' this is moſt falſe : For I 
deſire nothing of any Man, but that he would follow in 
Practice, the Doctrine of eus Chriſt, which is neither New 
nor Heretical. But theſe Scholars call every Thing Here, 
that does not afford them temporal Advantage; and they 
call every Thing Piety and Virtue, that fills their Purſes, 
and makes the Pot boil; ſo ſtrangely are Men become 
Liars and Seducers of Souls, as the Apoſtle foretold, that 
they ſhould come in the latter Times (in which we now live) 
wherein the Seduction is the more perilous, the more it is 
covered with Piety and Devotion, for dertiving even = | 
Ele, as ag en faith. 


$. 76. And when I ſaw that ſo many periſh'd thro! 18 
norance, being ſeduced by thoſe who call themſelves Am- 
baſſadors from God, I refoly'd to publiſh this Treatiſe of 
the Renovation of the Goſpel Spirit, which flatters no Body, 
but points out the true Meaning of the Goſpel, to thoſe | 
who would put it in Practice; for they who will not prac- 
tice it are not capable of underſtanding-it, or of coneeiving 
its true Meaning, To ſuch I will not offer this hidden Trea- 
ſure, or this Pearl of great Price; but only to thoſe who 
deſire to become true Chriſtians, and to none elſe : For 


this would be 1 give the Childrens Bread to the” Dogs, and W 


caſt Pearls before Swine (q), which I will not do, for If 
Chriſt has forbidden it. I wait for Souls diſpoſed'to obey, 
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and paRtice the DoRine of the Goſpel. For my Writings 
will ſerve for a greater Condemnation, to thoſe who have 
them, or may have them; for then they cannot pretend 
Ignorance, after: having read them; becauſe they explain 
more clearly the Doctrine of the Goſpel, than it is 
expreſs'd in the Goſpel itſelf, or in any other Authors, 
who in diverſe Manners, have . or written of rt 


abc Perfection. 


ws. 77.  Whevefore none can periſh any a, thro Ip- 
norance, ſeeing God now ſo plainly declares the Ends for 
Which he created Man, the Graces and Privileges he gave 
kim at his Creation, and how Man, of his own Choice, 
E loſt all theſe Gifts and Favours, and by his Sin, has made 
” . himſelf more miſerable than the very Beaſts are, in their 
' brutiſh Nature, But that which is moſt valuable, and 
chiefly to be regarded, is, that God now imparts to Men 
ſo clear a Light, for diſcovering the Way that leads ſtrait 
to the Harbour of Salvation, by which Chriſt walk'd, 
and thus enter d into bis Glory; ſo that none can any longer 
be ignorant of what they muſt do to be ſaved, while they 
ſee that Chriſt has, in ſo particular a Manner, done and 
taught all Things neceſſary, that nothing more remains 
for Chriſtians to know or aſk.” This is the Time of which 
the Scripture ſpeaks (7), ben à Man ball ſay no more to 
bis Brother, 'Knoz the Lord; fer all ſpall know him : That 
is, all they who deſire in Sincerity to receive the Truth. 
hey ſhall ſee, by theſe Writings, that there is no other 
. God, but he whom I know; nor other Truth, but that 
; which Þdeclare z nor any other Way of Salvation, but 
| that wherein I walk; and that my Doctrine is not mine, 
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but the trüe Doctrine of Chriſt, which the Lord bie 
taught Chriſtians ; / and that I am very far from 
Hereſies, or pernicions Doctrines, as thoſe Scholars w. 
perſaade the ignorant People. (who have no Knowledge of 
divine Truths) that they may draw them to themſelves, 
ſeeking nothing but Glory and Gain from Men, even'ts 
Prejudice of the Salvation of their Souls, which 
e Maſters have lefs Regard for, NE OE 


1 1 chan? ey 1e eis PIP: Glotts 
Diſtinctions, and falſe Reaſonings, whereby to obſcure the - 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, that this is no longer put in Prac- 
tice, while every one imagines, according to the Sentence 
of theſe Doctors, that it's impoſlible to keep the Goſpels 
Law, tho' Feſus Chrift ſaid, Take my Yoke upon you, for it 3s 
eafy, and my Burtben light. Men now-a-days are become 
fo blind, by the Gloſſes of the Learned, that they give 
more Faith, to their lying Reaſonings, than to the infal- 
lible Truths of Chriſt himſelf. Which proceeds from this; 
that being deſirous to live according to the Inclinations of 
corrupt Nature, they find the Doctrine of Men more a 
greable to this, than the Doctrine of Chrift, which, i is di: 
realy contrary to this corrupt Nature. . 


F. 79. For ths n Goſpel i is Sah but a Weapon 
or Sword, wherewith to combat, yea to kill this old Man, 
that the new Man, which is the Spirit of Feſus Chriſt, may 
live again in place thereof: For he faith (/), Uni ye 
be born again, of Water, and of the Spirit, ye' ſhall not a 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. Now none can be dom 4. 
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| gain, upleſs he firſt die: And thus alſo. none can be born 


again into the Spirit of Fe/#s Chri/t, if he is not firſt dead 
to the Deſires of his corrupt Nature. It is yain to hope 
for it, and Folly to believe it. Of Neceſſity Death (which is 
Corruption) muſt be utterly thruſt out, before the true Life 
enter into a Soul, which can never live to Grace, if its 
id Nature. is not mortified, yea, and intirely dead to 
Itlelf. And this Corruption cannot be mortified Yor 
overcome, but by the Practice of the Goſpel- Law, which 
oppoſes and overcomes all the Inclinations of corrupt Na- 
ture. This is the only Reaſon for which Chriſt brought us 


this divine Law, as a wholſome Poiſon to deſtroy this old 


Corruption, and an Antidote againſt the Evil which may 
happen to our Souls, during this mortal Life, while ſome are 
ſo wretched as to affirm, That the Gaſpel. Laco cannot be kept . 


9 80. Theſe — the falſe Prophets, of whom the Scrip- 
ture warns us, That ae ought do beware of them, and not let 
| ourſelves be deceived by them, I know indeed (and to my 
great Sorrow) that they have already ſeduced many ; but 
1 hope they ſhall no longer ſeduce thoſe who ſhall compre- 
hend the Truths contain'd in my Writings, ſeeing they 
are the Seed of the Woman, which muſt bruiſe the Head of the 
Serpent. Certainly thoſe falſe Teachers have had the evil 
Spirit for their Maſter, who hath ſuggeſted to them ſo 
many falſe Sophiſms and -falſe Reaſonings, whereby Men 
are deceived : And that old Serpent who tempted Eve 79 
know good and Evil, does now tempt thoſe learned Scholars 
and Doctors, to ſearch after vain, falſe and frivolous Know- 
ledge : For I think, that in Colleges and Univerſities, 
they Rudy nothing ſo much as to make Falſhood paſs for 
Truth, and Truth for Falſhood ; and when they have 


learn'd to do This dextrouſly, they get the Degiee of 


Mater, Bachelor, or Doctor, and paſs for learned Men, 
tho 
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tho! as to their own, and the Peoples Salvation, they ate” © 
great Ignorants, yea ill Men, who mrs ld 1 
others. * 


bY 81. For many of theſe en but 2 that they 
do not teach the People the real Truth of the Goſpel, but 
wreſt and darken it by their Gloſſes, that they may ſuit 

eir Doctrine to the Looſeneſs of the People. But this will 
not excuſe them hefore God ; however they may think they 
do well, to accommodate themſelves to the Weakneſs, of 
the Men of this Age. But if they would ſearch to the Bot- 
tom of their Conſciences, to know the Reaſon why they 
thus accomodate themſelves to the World, they would af 
ſuredly find, that this is only to preſerve Mens Favour and 
Friendſhip, and that they may haye from them, wherewith 
to live a ſoft and eaſy Life in this World, For if they would 
preach the Truth, they could not continne to live plenti- 
fully, to provide ſuch ſtately Houſes and fine Furniture, 
and to have their Tables furniſh'd with ſuch delicjops Fare; 
Then they muſt quit thoſe Exceſſes, and be contented with 
Neceſſaries only. This they will not hear of; but they 
love rather to get Money, by amuſing People, than to be 
out of Favour with Men, by preaching the Truth to 
them. This is indeed very lamentable, that they prefer 
their Gain, their Eaſe, their Honour and Pleaſure in this 
World, to their own and other Mens Salvation ; yet the 
chief Guides of the People do this now-a-days. 


. * 


- 


F. 82. For there are many, who not only diſſemble, gloſs 
away, and wreſt the Truth of the Goſpel, that they may 
pleaſe Men, and for fear of loſing their Offices and Bene- 
tices ; but they perſecute the Truth, whereſoever it appears. 
This I know, by my own Experience : F or I no ſooner 
began to publiſh the Truths, manifeſted to me by God, 
than t the Prieſts of all Sects and Religions, roſe up againſt 

me, 


*. 
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Preachers in Hoſtein, my Enemies, were obliged, oft-times, 
| . * 8 * F- | ae = 1 ta 
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AIRY me with Reproaches and Contempt, purſued 
me "to Impriſonment,; yea to Death, if I had been in 


£3 their Power. They robb'd me of my Books, to the Value 


of Thouſands, made me to be condemn'd to perpetual 
Hon! yea, the Latheran Priefts of Flenſboarg, 


" uſed my Books to be burnt publickly, in the Market- 


Place of that Town; by the Hand of the Hangman, for 
ko ether Reaſon, but that they contain'd the Truths of God, 


taught Men to obſerve the Goſpel-Law. For no Body 
can diſcoyer evil Things in my Writings, they being in⸗ 


Gifted by the Holy Spirit, who is Sanctity itſelf. But 
thoſe angry Preachers would extinguiſh this Holy Light, 


| fearing leaſt it croſs them in their Purpoſe of reigning in this 


Mer lu, of Baving Dominion over the People, and of treaſure- 


dg af of Wealth; in which my Writings do not favour 


them.” They cry out, therefore, as the Jets did againſt 
Chriſt, Amway with bim, away with him, crucify him. And if 
it be faid to Ae What Evil hath this Maid done ? Shall 
we Kill one of a good Life, who declares the Truth of the 
Goſpel. As the Judge ſaid to the People, Sh I cyncify your 
De? And the People anſwered, They bad no King but 
Ceſar. Thus alfo, if thoſe Preachers would ſpeak Truth, 
they will anſwer, We have no other Goſpel, but that which 
we 2Þſs and interpret for our own Profit, that we may draw the 
People after us, and may be maintain'd by them. Behold the 
wretched State of. the Chriſtian World now-a-days, where- 
in the Clergy are not ſatisfied not to follow the Truth them- 
yes, but they labour alſo, to keep others from embrac- 
ing it, like unto the Devil, who, is not pleaſed to be 
miſerable alone, but draws in as many as he can, to be 
Partners in his Miſery. I can fay truly, that thoſe Clergy- 
men perſecute. me for Righteouſneſs ſake ; tor I never in my 
Life, did Things blameable before Men ; .yea, thoſe 
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to preach publick}y, That I lid a pur Lift, "and thet ide 
of my Company-Were good People, uubo lived ſabeniy and che 


and in all Things bchaved gen: ſelves madoft ly and honeſtly. Nath 


that they gave this Teſtimony from a Spirit of [Juſtice and 


Truth; but they found themſelves obliged to do it, be- 


| cauſe ſo many good People in that Country, had ſeen out 


Behaviour, we having tarried there about ſeven Years, and 
were much edified with our Manner of Living. They no 
doubt would have blam'd thoſe . 7 ſor ren 
honeſt and 8 N | | 


$. 83. For this Cauſe, they ſpoke well of 1 * 
our Manners; but they added, that my Doctrine was full 
of Hereſies, that by this Means, they might blind well⸗ 
meaning People, who could not judge atight, as to Does 
trine, they fallly affirming to them, That I deny the Merits 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and the moſt holy Trinity, and that I teach 
a great many other ill Things, of which I am altogether 
Innocent. For if I denied the Merits of Feſus Chraft, 1 
would not ſtir up Men to imitate and follow him, that they 
be Partakers of his Merits: And I would not declare it 
neceſſary ' for Salvation, to embrace the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, if I rejected or deſpiſed the Merits of . cin 
who taught us this Doctrine. 


F. 84. For if the Merits of Fol ChrIt ſaved Men, 
after the Manner they teach now-a-days, his whole Law 
and Precepts would be to no Purpoſe: yea, he would have 
ſuffer d and died without giving any ſuch Precepts 80 
Men, for there was no need of them, when Jes Chrift 
would ſatisfy all for them, without any Co-operation on 
their part. This had been a new Creation of Man, not s 
Regeneration of him, which ſuppoſeth a Thing already 
generated; but being fallen away or correpted, muſt 'bs 


* Tue Renxovamion of Part ]. 
Again reſtored and repaired i which Reparation cannot be 
done, without the Concurrence and Co- operation of the 
Thing already created: For it is moſt true, that God 


ho created us without ourſelves, will not ſave us without 


* 


qurſelves. How then ſhould the Merits of Fs Chrift, 
fave us without :; ourſelves ; ſeeing even God, by his Al- 
mighty Power, cannot ſave us without our Co-operation, 
after he would once have us free Creatures ; for he never 
retracts what he has once willed ? Wherefore all the Gloſſes 
and Arguments, which Men do frame now-a-days, about 
the Merits of Foſus Chriſt, are the Forgeries and Deceits 
of corrupt Nature, which flatters itſelf to its own Ruin, 

ſince Men have loſt the Light of Truth whereby to know, 
that Man was created for no other End but to love God. For 
we ſee that they who look to be ſaved by the Merits of Fe/as 
Chriſt alone, live and die in Self-love, and ſeek after the 
Pleaſures and good Things of this wretched Life, as much 
as they can, and boldly hope for Salvation, while they re- 
fiſt all the Deſigns. and Purpoſes, which God had in the 
creating of Man. This is ſo groſs a kind of Ignorance, 
that it is a Wonder how ſo much as one Man could enter- 
tain thoſe Opinions, without diſcovering their Falſhood. 

For, it would have been to no Purpoſe, for Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles to have preach'd and taught ſo. much, if his 
| Merits only, might and could ſave Men, There would 
have been no need to preach the Goſpel, nor to write the 
Bible, and other good Books, nor to know what Chriſt did 
and taught. It would have ſufficed Men, to have con- 
ceived, in their corrupt Imagination, that Chriſt had ſatiſ- 
fied all for them, and thus, in a fantaſtical Way, to have 
applied to themſelves his Merits. I cannot believe that 
they who entertain ſuch Opinions, can die in Peace, un- 
leſs they be intirely given up by God, unto the Spirit of 
or, and the Devil give nn falſe Quiet, till paſſing 
* out 
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out of, this Life, they be tortur'd with double Tam 
hereafter, ta al Erernty;.. _. 2: > SIO SIN 15 
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$. 85. I had a Mind, my Friend, ts tell 69 all vindh 
Things, not for your Sake only, but for all thoſe, whe 


follow (as you do) the Motions of their corrupt Nature? 


that they may learn to know themſelves, and may not let 
themſelves be trick'd and impos'd upon by Satan, or by 
wicked Men, who ſecond. him in hindering the Salvation 
of their Souls. Believe me, ſeeing I ſpeak Truth, and 
aſſert by a Command from God, that never any was; is, or 
ſhall be ſaved, unleſs he die in the Love or "Go, and 
that no Man lives in the Lowe of God, who lives in Self- 
love. Wherefore Men muſt lift up the Head, and heat 
what God ſaith to them, in theſe laſt Times, namely, (2) 


Awake thou that fleepeſt ; ariſe from the Dead, and Chriſt 


fall. give thee Light. : You are one of thoſe dead ones, 


66K + %% 


and many ſuch as you. It concerns you, all to conſider 
whether you will chuſe to periſh in the Darkneſs, 
Death, or to ariſe out of it: For the Time is come, 


of which the Prophet ſpoke, ſay ing, (a) Dart hath 


covered the whole, Earth, and groſs Darineſs the People : But 
withal, he gives great Comfort to thoſe, who ** 
labour to become the People of God, ſaying, {u) But th 


Lord ſpall ariſe upon thee, and his Glory: ſtall be ſeen Ar. 2 


thee, The Prophet ſpeaks neither to Fobn, nor to Peter, 
For with God there is no Reſp: of Perſons 3 but he f 


„ 
8 


particularly, to all thoſe who deſire to become the Chili. 


dren of God, ceaſing to be the Children of Wrath and 
Perdition, that they may become the Piſciples of Igls 
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enjoy che Glory of the Lord: But bot they ho follow ſtill, 
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Che. 'Thele that) receive the Light of Truth, and-ſhall 


the Senſualities of corrupt Nature, dare yet Promile to 
themſelves Salvation by the Merits of Chriſt,” and apply 
Mis'Merits* to themſelves,” which do not at all belong to 
tem (x) Fur be tobe ir not born again into the Spirit of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Ball not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Whatever he may fancy or imagine to himſelf, or howſo- 
Ver he thay ſtrive to apply to himſelf the Merits of Chriſt. 

This will avail him nothing in the Day of Judgment, when 
it ſhall be faid,” Hehl the Man and bis Works : And not, Be. 
Lol the Man and bil fine Sperulations, or frivolous Application 
of the Merit: of Chriſt. The Matter itſelf, muſt be ſearch'd 
Irits, and it muſt be ſeen if a Man has truly put on the 
the Welty Gatment of the Spirit of Chriſt, without 
413 Be fall BY thruſt out from the Marriage Feaſt, and 


E >, 2 Into outer Dir knefs, where ſpall be weeping and gnaſbing 


of Teeth. But fot the Souls that ſeek truly, to be converted 
Wits God, "and embrace a Goſpel Life, the Light of Truth 
is #ifen upon them, to make known all Truth, and the 
Glory of the Moſt High ſhall cover them, which ſhall fill 
them with all Kind of Delights and Glories, as the Pro- 
Phet hath foretold, (y ) for they all be Prople' of God, he 
will guide them, and make them io lie down in green Paſtures. 

| But how few Souls are there now a days, thus diſpos'd to 
let themſelves be led and govern'd by the holy Spirit, ſo 
11 that they may be truly call d God's People ? 


8. 86. I know very well, my Friend, that you will tell 
me, you are of that Numher, and that you deſire to ſyb- 
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ject yourſelf to be directed and led by God; which is moſt 
falſe, fo long as you (with ſo many 'others) do yet follow 
the Inclinations of Corrupt Nature, All theſe Profeſſions 
are falſe, and your Words and Diſcourſes are affected, ard 
contrived thro' Hypocriſy, that you may be thought t 
have the Virtue which you have not. 'This God will not 
ſaffer. For this it was, that Chriſt in tlie Goſpel, utter'd 

fo many Woes againſt the Phariſees, who boaſted of the 
Virtue which they had not. How often did he proclaim, 
Wa, too to you, who are like to whited Sapulchres, which ind 
appear outwardly beautiful, but are within, full of dead Mint 
Bones, and of all Uutleanneſs (z). The ſame Woes will, 
in the Day of Judgment, come upon all-thoſe, who now 
ſuffer themſelves to be ſeduced with their own/Imaginations; 
following the Suggeſtions of their deceitful Hearts, as the 
Scripture faith, That Man's Heart is dereitfu! above ul Things, 
For my Part, I had rather ſee an open Sinner; thin a'holy 
Hypocrite ; for there is more Hopes of the Converſion of 
a known and publick Sinner, than of a counterfeit Bigot, 
who deceives both himſelf and others, to his Ruin, without - 
being ſenſible of it, His Mind is fo blinded with thick Dark» 
neſs, that he even deſires not t6 have any other Light, thaw 
what he fancies he has. I can ſcarce hope, my Friend, for 
the Converſion of ſuch, and of you; but may rather look 
for ſuch Moes and Calamities, as our rn 
Phariſees with in his Time. 5 


$. 87. For wily. he is a Go gy who 428 that ke 
loves God, when he loves himſelf, and is till weded to the 
Riches, Pleaſures, and Conveniencies of this Life; ſinot 
the Love of God is a certain Fire, that conſumes all thoſe 


* * 
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(=) Matth. xxiii. 27. 


I * 
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unly loves God, can yet tak e its Delight in Eating, Drink - 
ing, Recreations, Apparel, or other earthly Goods and Plea: 
fares, becauſe it uſes all theſe Things; as if'it uſed them 
not, and oft-times makes Uſe of neceſſary Things with Re- 
gret: As they write, that Mother Teręſe did often weep 
when ſhe was going to the Table, to take her Refreſhment, 
ſaying to. herſelf, Mu/? I a/ways do the Actions of Beaſts? 


Thus they who love God, have an Averſion to the Plea- 


fares and good Things of this Life, and delight themſelves 
only in God, whom they love. But if you, my Friend, 
(with ſo many others who pretend to love God) would 
narrowly examine the Bent, and Motions of your Souls, 
and wherein they take Delight, you would aſſuredly if. 
eoyer that the greateſt Part of your Inclinations is to 
delight yourſelf in good Fare, good Liquor, a ſoft Bed, 


and a convenient Lodging; and that you embrace all theſe 


Things with Delight and Pleaſure; while in the mean 
Time, you fancy to yourſelf that you love God: Which 
Perſuaſion is falſe and deceitful ; for the Lone of God is in- 
compatible with the Love of earthly Things. By which 


vou (and all ſuch as yon) may ſee unto what Degree of the 


Love of God, you are already come; for this is the Touch- 
Kone, whereby one ' may diſcoyer the true Gold of the 
Love or Gov, from the falſe Gold of this imaginary 
Love, which oft-times appears more bright and fhining, 
than the pure Gold of the Love of God ; as a counterfeit 
Ducat appears ſometimes to the Eye, more bright and 
glitering, than a Ducat of pure Gold, till it is rub'd 208 
the' Touchſtone, and then the Cheat is diſcover d. 5 


F. 88. I believe, my Friend, the ſame has 8 
fo you, and that your deceitful Heart has perſuaded you, 
ere you came to live with us, that you was poſſeſs'd of 
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the Lou of God, becauſe this is honourable, and procutes 
Eſteem among Men. Of this you have Experience, whilſt 
you ſee ſo matt} good People are helpful to you, Who 
out of the Eſteem they have of your Virtue, do-not ſuffer: 
you to lack any Thing; and from Time to Time, ſend 
you Money in abundance, for your Subſiſtence. But this 
Bounty encourages you in Idleneſs and Sloth, and makes 
you deſi re ſtill to have the fineſt and beſt of every Things 
neither will you be ſatisfied with the Meat and Drink, 
which even very rich Men are pleaſed with; who give 
Thanks to the Heavenly Giver of all Good, for thoſe. 
Things, which you have oft-times deſpiſed and ſlighted 3 
as with Diſdain, you rejected t other Day, our - Brothers 
Apton to wipe your Hands with, but called for a fine clean 
Handkerchief to be given you out of your Cheſt. Now, 
if I had not all theſe Circumſtances, and particular Inſtan- 
ces, to ſhew you of your Self-love and your Self eſteem, 
you would, no doubt, contradi the Truth of God, as yau 
| have done often heretofore, when I admoniſh'd you; ſay- 
| ing, That you appeal'd to the Fudgment of Goa, and did nor 
| regard Mens Fudgment, tho' more enlighten'd than you 
That 1 might ſay what I pleas d, but you knew very well what. 
v ought to do: Tho" truly you do not know, that the 
. Devil leads and governs you in alli your Actions; while, 
7 in the mean Time, you are poſleſt with the Imagination 
. of your being virtuous, and that temporal Advantages ac- 
crue to you by this imaginary Virtue. | 


$. 89. This will render your Canverſion ſo much che. 
more difficult, while, in the mean Time, you can never be 
ſaved (no more than others like you) except you be con- 
d verted, and receive the Light of Truth, which now offers 
1, itſelf to all thoſe, who are willing to receive it, and to 
of none elſe.; For that which Chriſt faith, bs now f fil'd in 
1e ; 5 
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80 
Nies full Senſe and Meaning, viz. (4) This is the Condemna« 
” gion, that Light is come into the Worlt, and Men have loved 
Darkneſs rather than Light. Thus all they who ſhall deſpiſe, 

and will not follow this laſt Light, are condemned already ; 
becauſe they Love rather their Darkneſs (which has now 
overipread the whole Earth) than the Light of Faith, which 
is now come into the World, and which fo many holy Pro- 
phets have defired to-ſer,, and have not ſeen it. Thoſe who 


” now ſee it, and do nevertheleſs abide in their Darkneſs 


(becauſe it doth more flatter their Corruption) have already 
receiv'd their Sentence of Condemnation ; neither can they 


| look'for any other Thing after Death, than eternal Dam. 


nation, fihce they would needs wilfully abide in their 
— Counter, and in their Darkneſs. 

J. 90. — you, my Friend, and all thoſe who 
follow the Motions of corrupt Nature, to know, whe- 
ther you defire to be faved or damned, ſeeing you cannot 
be faved without embracing and following this Light of 
Truth; as you cannot be damned, but by following your 
- own Darkneſs,” and the Inclinations of your corrupt Na- 
ture. It is your Part to chuſe the one or the other. Be. 
Hold Heaven and Hell, Salvation and Damnation, and you 
are plac'd in the Midſt; tell me which of them you will 
chuſe and follow, (5) Since no Man can ſerve tro Maſters, but 
be muſt hate the one, and love the other. You cannot amuſe 
God with Words, as Men may amuſe one another ; for by 
an immutable Decree, he has condemn'd thoſe who love their 
Darkneſs more —. the Light; which Light is come into 

the World, to 0 enlighten all thoſe who are willing to follow 


: [a) Fobn in 19. 2 
14) Matth. vi. 24. 
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it: I ſay, are willing to follow it, becauſe God compels 
no Man, but leayes every one in that L, * 
he was pleaſed to create him. 


$..91. He who would Je inthe dave ef Gods . 
embrace the Means which Chriſt hath taught us, ſince 
there is no other Way that leads to Salvation, but that- 
wherein he walked, which is the Mortification of corrupt 
Nature: This he practiſed, even to the Death of the Croſs, 
and ſuffer'd ſo many Afflictions and Pains in Body and 
Spirit, that in the Extremity of his Anguiſh, he thought 


. £ XJ \ 
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he was deprived of all Help, when he ſaid, (c) My God, 


my God, why haſt thou forſaken me. And tho' Chriſtians. 


know the Hiſtory of this, and that our Lord ſaid unt 
them (4), I have done all theſe Things to give you an Example, 


giving looſe Reins to their ſenſual Appetites, and the In- 


clinations of their corrupt Nature, and yet withal imagine, 


that they ſhall be ſaved thro' the Merits of Chriſt, as 1 


he had merited for ſupporting Man's Corruption, which js 


ſo much the Enemy of God, reſiſting his Purpoſes, and 


contradicting his moſt holy Will. Is not this an excellent 


Diſpoſition for partaking of the Merits of Chriſt ? Truly, 


my Friend, you muſt rid yourſelf of this Sentiment, and 
reſolve to lead a Goſpel-Life, if you deſire to enjoy a bleſ- 


Jed Immortality, ſeeing without this, none ſhall be ſaved, 3} 
howſoever great, powerful, enlightned, or virtuous they 
may be: None ſhall enter into Paradiſe, but they who are 


cloathed with the Spirit of Chriſt. You ought not to 


(e) Matth. xxvii, 46. 1 Pet. ii. 21. | 
(4) Fobn xiii. 15, 8 2 
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follow me; yet they will needs enter into Glory by ſome : 
other Way, than that by which Chriſt himſelf walk'd, 
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+ © Matter if to your own Ruin, with the Diſcourſes and 
7 -Gloffes of Men, who would faſly apply to themſelves the 
Merits of Chriſt, while they remain his Enemies, and act 
quite contrary to what has he taught us, and which he is 
= pleaſed now again to teach us, by his holy Spirit, who. now 
*, comes to lead us into all Truth, thus fulfilling the Prophe- 
+ " "tical Promiſe, which he made to his Apoſtles and Diſciples, 
wen he left them, and aſcended up into Heaven (e). Upon 
Ws this Liour of Txurz is poured out, in ſo great abun. 
dance; and if we will embrace and follow it, we ſhall aſ- 
* © faredly behold the GLoRx of Chriſt, after having followed 
F- him in Reproaches and Sufferings ; for there is no other 
Way to accompany him in his Glory. Many, it is likely, 
| will be glad to hear thoſe Things, which are ſpoken, con- 
cCeerning him in his Glory, becauſe theſe are agreeable even 
do corrupt Nature, which greatly loves ſweet and beauti- 
Jul Things: But this is a vain Delight in thoſe, who will 
not paſs firſt by the Way of his Sufferings: By theſe only 
there is an Entry into his Glory, and by no other Doors or 
Windows; for all Entry into it, ſhall be ſhut againſt thoſe, 
who ſhall follow their Eaſe and Pleaſures in this World; 
to whom he will ſay, as to the fooliſh Virgins ; I know 
Jou not; keeping the Door ſhut- againſt them. For no 
Man ſhall abide in the G/ory of Mount TABOR, if he has 
maot firſt dwelt with Chriſt, upon Mount Calvary, This is 
nan irrevocable. Decree of God, which ſhall never be 
changed: namely, whoſoever has fin'd, muſt be Paley 
| _ he that would rejoles, muſt ſuffer; 


"Fo, N 92. This has moved me to write this Book of the 
* Evangelical Spirit, to the End, that every one may Know 
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Part I. the GOSPEL; SPIRIT. 45 "3 
the true and ſure Way to Salvation, that they may 10 
longer truſt to ſo many wrong Ways, by which Men 
now- a- days lead one another. _ For there is but one only; 1 4 
Way, one only Truth, and one only true Church, e 
that which teaches the Goſpel- Law. But becauſe Men are 
now fallen from this only Truth, and have ſtrayed a 
this only Way, having abandon'd this only true Church, 
which Chriſt eſtabliſh'd when he was upon Earth; there- 
fore thoſe Wanderers ſeek to kill me ſaying, that I ad> "Sl 
dance Hereſies : As if Chriſt had been the chief of all Here- 
ticks ; and as if they who deſire to embrace his Doctrine, 
again, were Diſciples of Errors: Whereas they ought ra- 
ther to obſerve, that it is the Chriſtians of this Age Wo * 
are miſled, and that Satan is now enter'd into the Sanctuary 
in Chriſt's Place, and makes himſelf to be worſhiped as 
if he were Chriſt, while indeed he is Antichriſt, direQly + 
opoſite to the Doctrine of Chriſt, tho' yet many do follow **Þ 
him, as if he were Chriſt, "i 
| »*.*- 
; F. 93. And they are his Adherents, who will not heap? 1 4 | 
| of the obſerving of a Goſpel-Life ; becauſe of the Carnal» 
Softneſs of their Minds, and their ſenſual Pleaſures, to 
which they are ſo habituated, fince their Defection, when ³ü 
they abandoned the Light of Truth, to embrace Errors 
; invented by ſenſual Men. Thoſe Habits, I ſay, make 
them afraid to hear any Thing ſpoken of an Evangelical 
Life; and they not only deſpiſe and reject it, as a Thing 
impoſſible to be obſerved ; but moreover they ſeek to 
hinder any other from following or ſtriving to follow it 
ſince this would be a tacit Reproof to their Deſtruction. 
They ſeek to kill me, becauſe God has given me his Light 
of Truth; which I neither can nor will hinder, leeing 1 
is his holy Will, which ought not to depend upon 
thoſe learned el i will be gle Dao” tho! ene 1 
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have not as yet learned the firſt Letter of the Knowledge 


of - themſelves ; neither do they know for what End they 
were created by God; neither do they enquire about the 
effential and fundamental Truths of God. It ſuffices them 


: to know how to get wherewithal to keep a good Table, 


and to procure the Eſteem of Men. Behold the two Pil- 
lars upon which their Eccleſiaſtick State, Virtues and Dig- 
Aittes, are built now-a days. | 


F. 94. Which would be more tolerable, if at leaſt they 
would permit others to do their Buſineſs, according to the 
Will of God, and if thoſe Clergy- men, would ſuffer me 
peaceably to declare in Writing, the Truths which God 
communicates to me, without contradifting them. But 
they, on the contrary, thirſt after my Death, becauſe God 
Rath choſen me for an Inſtrument, and ſent me into the 
World, to declare his Truths to Men ; not by ſtudied Ser- 
mons, as thoſe Preachers do, but by Truths ſo ſolid, that 
the Learned themſelves, cannot reſiſt them; for they ſeek 
only by fraudulent Arts, to deſtroy me if they could. As 

about a Twelve-month ago, they ſtired up the Judges of 
 . Hamburg, to take me up and impriſon me; which they 
endeavour'd to do, having ſent four of their Town Ser- 
geants to my Lodging about Noon, to carry me away as 


. | a Criminal, tho! I could never know for what other Rea- 


ſon they did it, but becauſe I am God's Handmaid, de. 
claring his Truths to thoſe, who deſire to know them. 
For I ſhun Honour from Men, and wherever I am, I live 
as much unknown and ſolitary as I can, and ſeek nothing 
in this World, but to fulfil the Will of God. 


FA 95. But thoſe Clergy-men will not n to dd 
.; this; but would have me rather, to ſubject my ſelſ to cheir 
rem, and forſake the diyine Sight. , T big Sill never _ 
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do, whatever they may deviſe againſt me; for I have un- 
dertaken, with the Hazard of my Life, to maintain and 
ſtand by the Truth which God makes known to me, wil. 
out regarding their T hreatnings and Perſecutions. God, ⁵ 
who has hitherto kept me out of their Hands, will yet be 
my Safeguard. And if at laſt they deprive me of the 
Life of the Body, yet they ſhall never be able to take from i 
me the Life of my Soul. Neither can they kill the holy 
Spirit, as they killed the Body of Chrift ; and if they ki 
my Body, my Blood will water the Plant of the Goſpels 
Spirit, to make it ſpring up the better: As the Blood of , 
Chrift, of his Apoſtles and holy Martyrs, made the Chrif. 
tian Church to encreaſe, which Chriſt had planted in the 
Ground of this World. So that I am little concern'd Wh 
ther I live or die. And it is all one to me, whether thoſe” 
Men take away my Life or not; fince to live and die in 
Chriſt, is the ſame Thing. 


\ 
'W 
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| $. 96. Hence I will not ceaſe, for fear of Death, to 
| Jockes the Truths of God, ſeeing I was born for bd 
F End; neither will I forbear to fulkl the Will of God, be- 
N cauſe of the Threatnings of Men. I muſt again and again 
declare it, in all ſort of Terms and Reaſonings, that every _ 
one may know it, and no Body may periſh thro? Ignorance, ,* 
. As you, my Friend, cannot periſh thro* Ignorance, ſince 
I have ſhewn you ſo clearly the State of your Soul, and witk 
: ſo many Circumſtances, that you cannot doubt of it. But 
> if you maliciouſly reje& theſe Warnings and Admonitions, 
you muſt anſwer for it; in the mean Time, you are ſtilt 
free to embrace the Light of Truth, or to remain in mY 

Errors, loving your Darkneſs more than the Light. Buy 
9 cdonſider well what this will tend to, and what will. be 
your End, it you abide in the Errors, in which you — 
lived hitherco. Ls not he of the Number of thoſe; 
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who ſhall be enlighten'd to behold the Glory of Chriſt; 
but of thoſe, who having loved their Darkneſs more than 
the Light, ſhall abide in eternal Darkneſs. I do not tell 
yon theſe Things, my Friend, to compel you to change 
your Life, for I will compel no Man, and I am not ſent 
10 reprove or correct, but to declare the Truths of God, 
to thoſe who are willing to hear them. And if theſe Truths 
- offend you, be not angry with me; for J am only God's 
Meſſenger, to declare his Will and Purpoſes concerning 
Men. For he deſires to fave them, having created them 
all for Salvation. Neither can he will, that ſo much as 
one Periſh; and if Man will not comply with his Purpoſes, 
be damns himſelf, and cannot lay the blame on others, 
fur leſs on God, who truly damns no Man, but does good 
always to all Men. But when Man will needs ruin and 
damn himſelf, God cannot hinder him, becauſe he created 
Man altogether free: As I alſo leave you, my Friend, and 
all thoſe who ſhall read this preſent Renovation of the Gof- 
pel-Spirit, written for thoſe only, who deſire to become 
'true Chriſtians, I ſhall hereafter, ſhew the way of do- 
ing this moſt particulary, diſcovering to every one, the 
Bottom of his Heart, by what Spirit he is guided ; and 
- what every one ought to do, that they may ſubdue their 

4 Corruption, and become the true People of God, and 

Brethren of Fe/us Cbriſt, and may enter with him inte 

his Glory. 


5 97. But becauſe this will be a large Treatiſe, I have 

- reſoly'd to publiſh it in three Parts, for Peoples Conveni- 

| ney; finiſhing this firſt Part, with this Letter, which en- 

tirely diſcoyers the Miſeries and Miſchiefs, that Sin has 
brought upon Man, becauſe this is chiefly neceſſary for 

eds eſtabliſhing of a Goſpet-Life. For he who knows not 

& bis wretched State, cannot Alter it; 5 and will fill tak 


; 
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that he is in the Way of Salvation, when he is going on 


Part I. 


in that of Damnation. And being blinded with this cop» 
rupt Imagination, he will be ſlack in reſolving to embrace 
a Goſpel-Life, which is * contrary to Fleſh * 
Blood. 8 


F. 98. Fas theſe new Doctor ſay, that t is aeg 
Alle to keep the Goſpel: Lato: Tho', in Truth, it is moſt eaſß 
to him, who has firmly reſolv'd to labour to work out his 
Salvation. All the Difficulty is in the Beginning, whilſt 
corrupt Nature is accuſtom'd to follow its brutal Inclina- 
tions, and therefore it muſt have a double Bit, to make it 
turn to the right Hand or the Left, according to the Will 


of God. It muſt be manag'd like, a young Colt, that is 0 


to be trained, who, aſter he is once well tam'd with the 


Whip and Spur, does good Service to his Maſter, and 1 


carries him whither. he will. Juſt ſo is corrupt. Na- 
ture, Which is the brutal Part of Man; it is at firſt ſtub. 
born, and refuſes. to ſubje& its Wilt to the divine Wall, 
ang labours as much as it can to caſt; off: this Voke, till 


Reaſon, and the firm Reſolution of a Man, conſtrain this. 


brutal Part to yield to God, by the Whip of often re- 
peated Actions, contrary to its Inclinations; and by the 
Spur of enduring painful and hard Things, whereby at laſt 
this rebellious and froward Nature, may be reduced to its 
Duty; as we read that St. Francis ſaid to his Corruption: 
Thou Aſs, if thou wilt not obtty the Will of God, I will make 
thee eat hard Straw, Thus muſt this Corruption be threat- 
ned, when it will rebel againſt a Goſpel-Life ; ſeeing this 


is good, and pleaſant even to Nature itſelf, when once it is 


ſubjected to the Will of God: For then it brings Quiet 


and Contentment, both to the Body and to the Soul. 
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$. 99. Wherefore Chriſt ſaid, (Mat. xi.) Take my Yohe 
apon you, for it is eaſy, and my Burthen is Light. Now this 
infallible Truth cannot lie ; he ſpoke the Truth, when 
he ſaid that is Yoke is eafy, as I myſelf experience it. And 
I find that truly my Soul is more joyful and contented, 
fince I reſiſted my corrupt Nature, and have ſubjected it 
to'rlie Will of God, than formerly, when I flattered my 
Corruption, and let it follow its Inclinations ; which gave 
me oftentimes, various Griefs and Diſcontents, while I 
felt my Mind toſſed with various Paſſions, with diverſe 
Defires, Luſts, Inconſtancy, Diſquiets and Diſpleaſures. 
But after that my corrupt Nature was ſubdued and over- 
come, it is become pliable and obedient ; always in calm 
and tranquility, never deſiring WE? it an wot, but ſa- 

20d with what it has. 


$. 100. In ſhort this very Nature, which before it was 
ſubdued, roſe up againſt me, ſerves me now for a Foot- 
Kool, for accompliſhing the Will of God: This ſhe aſſures 
=_ of, who ſtill remains, 


Your wh affetionate in Jeſus Chriſt, 


Ax TOINETTE Bob RI GNON. 
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LET IAR VIII. in Mrs. Bovzicnox' * 


God's Call and Mens Refuſal. 


That the Conſideration of our being Children f 
God, muſt make us deſpiſe all that which is in 
the W orld, and look upon it with I. WALTERS, ke 


IMy Father, LN 5 h 
See your Spirit ſo unletled, that it is not yet diſs 
poſed to attend to God. But 1 will ſtay i it here, and 
tell you, that God is diſpleaſed to ſee you ſuffer to be de- 
baſed, the great Nobleneſs and Dignity, making you his 
Son; and it ſeems that you quit the Rank and Quality, of 
the Child of ſuch a Father, for: to debaſe yourſelf in 
the Earth, and there employ your Senſes and Underſtand- 
ing, in Things baſe, vile, and of . as are all the 
temporal Things of this World. | 


O my dear Brother if you had graved in your Soul, 
and always in your Memory, that you are the Child of 
God, without doubt you would renounce, from this Time 
forth for ever, all the Goods, Delights, and Honours 
of the Earth, for to aſpire- to Heaven. For, indeed, 
what is there worthy of Admiration in the World? There 
is nothing new in it, It is as it has always been, The 
Day comes after the Evening, and the Evening after the 
Day; the Winter aſter Summer, and the Summer after 
Winter: And the Creatures, ane comes, another goes 
out: One is rich another is poor: one laughs, another 
cries ; one is born, another dies ; and always thus, as it 

M 


14 & 


has 
1 | 
C 
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has always been. There happens nothing in the World 
by Chance ; but all that which God has ordain'd. Behold 
all that which there is rare in the World ; always one ſame 
Thing. And "nevertheleſs it is perhaps fifty Years, that 
you have been employed to conſider theſe ordinary Things, 
which entertain your Spirit, by Occupations that ſeem 
variable. But i ie always one ſame Thing; and you 
would be as knowing, at the End of an hundred Years, 
as at the End of one Year: For one ſees nothing but Va- 
nity in this Valley of Miſeries. But you muſt now open 
the Eyes of the Soul, and die to all that which you ſee 
with bodily Eyes; and then you will know, that God has 
created you for Things more high, than that which is 

upon the Earth. 


- For me, I can indeed proteſt that there is nothing in the 
World, capable of making me ſad nor joyful, but Sin and 
Virtue ; and I ſhould never be aftoniſh'd at any Thing, 
but to ſee the Blindneſs of Men. Believe nothing of all 
this; becauſe that I fay it: For all Perſons who have the 
Uſe of Speech, may indeed ſay it as much as me: For as 
much as I need not longer to open the Mouth, for to 
fay theſe Words, than the others. But remark very nearly 
in my outward Actions, you will ſee me always in the 
ſame State, if it is not when I meet with vicious or vir- 
tuous Perſons ; then I perceive myſelf either more joy- 
ful, or more ſad : But to go from that, all Things are in- 
different to me. Remark alſo in my Confeſſions, and my 
ſecret and interior Works, you will find therein, a ſe- 
rious Behaviour, which is not agitated, with the Exceſs 
of Sadneſs or of Joy; and a ſettled Spirit, which is not 
ſtarted with Aſtoniſnment: And this is becauſe that I well 
| Know, that all that which paſſes in the World, is no- 


F * 
thing but Vanity: Moreover, "PL; to ! a Soul | 
which is created for Heaven, | 


For which: Cauſe" it is, my Father, it is hw thug 
Time to open the Eyes, for to ſee this Truth, and to 
know that God has ſent 'y6u into the World, only for 
to ſave your Soul; and altho' you ſhould” gain all the 
Treaſures of Kings, the Honour of all the Monarchs, and 
the Favour of all the World, all this wilt ſerve you for 
nothing before God ; yea even tho” you ſhould make all 
the World holy: For there will be —_ but yous 5 
Works, which will judge you. n 


a For which Cauſe it is, you muſt no longer pretend to 
any Thing in this World, but to aſpire after your Coun- 
try, which is in Heaven: For your Father waits for you, 
to put you in Poſſeſſion of the Treaſures; which he has ac- 
quired for you in this World, with the dolorous Arms of 
his Paſſion. But you muſt uſe Force; for the envious 
Devil will hold you always in Sloth, making you forget 
the future Good, thro' preſent Objects; and thus will lead 
you at laſt to Death: And then, in ſuch a mon as van 


- ſhall be, there will you remain: 
Think a little, with what Regret. 


ts — »„—— 


LETTER XXV. in Mrs. BoukicNox's 
God's Call and Mens Refuſal. 


That we muſt not neglect the Time of Salvation. 


My Father in Feſus C briſt, 

F you had two Souls, I would pray to God that the 

one might periſh, to the End, that you might know, 

at this dear Coſt, the Importance of your Salvation : For 
M 2 vou 


L 91 


you know not otherways to apprehend it. I bave ſo 
great Pity to ſee you thus wandering, without my being 
able to ſind the Means, to lead you back into yourſelf. 
It ſeems to me in Spirit, that I ſee you in the Agony of 
Death, and that ſo ſorrowful. you look upon me, in ſaying, 
O that. I bare not followed you! why have I not quited all, 


for to render myſelf to God? Why have I not ite vou, 
* that T ſhould have died? f 


N i hams to me, 8 come tb. this Ex- 
tremity, if you do not very ſoon bring a Remedy. You 
have yet, the Time and the Opportunity at Hand. But 
if it once ſhall eſcape, it will never return back. For the 
Love of God, open a little the Eyes of your Spirit, and 
conſider there remains to you yet, ſo little Time to live 
in this World. And if you have a Mind to embrace Vir- 
tue, you may yet become a great Saint: But if you 
paſs thus negligently your Time, without apprehending 
that which I have told you, I fear very much your 
Ruin, which would be more Sorrow to me, than my own 
Life. However, my Father, retake new Courage; de- 
ſpiſe the World, and love Penitence; begin to Day 3 ſuffer 
not yourſelf to be amuſed longer ; for' the Devil will al- 
ways find to employ you, to divert your Reſolution ; Do 
by Force, that which you cannot do in Gentleneſs: Quit 
rather your Charges, if they withold you from going per- 
feftly to God; you have nothing but a Soul to ſave ; and 
altho' all the World ſhall be holy, all will be loſt for you ; 
but if your Soul alone is holy, all will be holy for you. 
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